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The Water Cycle by USGS https://www.usgs.gov/media/files/water-cycle-poster-pdf





www.etdata.org



Watershed/basin-scale water budgets
• Oregon: Groundwater budgets for each basin in the state
• Upper Colorado River Basin: Annual consumptive use reporting
• Utah: Drought modelling and forecasting

Field-scale water accounting
• Nebraska, California: Water Accounting Platform
• California: Irrigation scheduling and nutrient management tools
• New Mexico: deficit irrigation monitoring
• Corporate water stewardship verification

Conservation programs
• Nevada: State-led groundwater conservation
• Oregon: Implementation and monitoring of CREP
• Arizona: USDA grant for climate-smart and drought tolerant species



Field-scale water accounting
Water Accounting Platform in 
Nebraska and California



Conservation programs
Partnership for climate smart 
commodities in Arizona



Basin-scale water budgets
Developing water budgets for each 
groundwater basin in Oregon



Considerations and Limitations 
of OpenET 
• Not a direct measurement of ET, but 

a computed value
• Does not measure ET of applied 

water; includes irrigation, 
precipitation, and water stored in 
root zone

• Additional analyses needed to 
understand regional accuracy and 
model performance 

• More ground-based data needed to 
improve model accuracy



Visit www.etdata.org to 
learn more and sign up 
for our newsletter!

Rachel O’Connor
Environmental Defense Fund
roconnor@edf.org
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