a I l S aS Phone: (785)-296-3185

900 SW Jackson Street, Suite 404 Fax: (785)-296-0878
Topeka, KS 66612 Water Office www.kwo.ks.gov
Connie Owen, Director Laura Kelly, Governor

HB 2302 Grant Programs FAQ

Application Logistics

1. Do previous applicants have to resubmit their applications?
Yes.

2. When should | start my project timeline?
Applicants should build their timelines with a start date of January 2025.

3. Can linclude more information in the Project Plan and Objectives section than the
paragraph summary and tables shown in the template?
Yes. The tables and paragraph should be considered a cover page/summary to
your full project description of the water infrastructure project for which funds
are being requested, including a project timeline and sufficient professional
documentation of cost estimates.

4. What is an affidavit and what does it need to say?
An affidavit is a notarized document providing sufficient assurance that (1) the
applicant has acquired, or at least applied for, all federal, state and local permits
that may be relevant to their proposed project and (2) they have acquired legal
access to all property necessary for their proposed project. The affidavit should
contain a very brief statement that includes:

e Applicant's name.

e Title of the proposed project.

e County or counties in which the project will be located.

e Statement that the applicant has acquired, or has applied for, all
necessary federal, state and local permits and a statement that they
have acquired all legal access to the property needed for purposes of the
proposed project.

Please see the examples on our website.

5. What if I have more than one qualifying project? Can | submit more than one
application?
Yes. An entity can submit applications for multiple projects for the Technical
Assistance Grant, the Water Projects Grant, or a mixture of the two. Each project
requires its own application.
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6. Can | apply for the Technical Assistance Grant and the Water Projects Grant for the same
project at the same time?
Yes. However, it should be noted that projects with earlier timelines will be
prioritized when awarding the Water Projects Grant. Therefore, a project may
receive a Technical Assistance Grant, but not a Water Projects Grant in the same
award cycle.

7. Isit possible for partial grants be awarded?
HB 2302 does allow the Kansas Water Office to award partial grants.

Qualifying Projects

8. What kinds of projects qualify for the grants?
Both grants relate to “water infrastructure projects” or “water-related
infrastructures”. Water infrastructure and water-related infrastructures are not
defined in statute, meaning that projects related to both hard infrastructure and
green infrastructure may qualify. We encourage you to apply with all types of
projects related to water infrastructure.

9. Do wastewater, stormwater, or drinking water projects qualify?
Yes.

10. Can these funds be used for active projects? For example to meet overages on
construction bids that came in over budget or have stretched beyond the original
timeline, creating additional costs?

Yes. We understand that the current conditions have caused supply chain issues
and rising costs among other issues. We hope these funds could assist small
communities with these rising costs and help to complete a project, even in an
active construction phase.

11. Can funds be used to reimburse for past projects?
No, a project must be active/ongoing or planned for the future at the time of
award to qualify.

12. Is there a date the project must be completed by in order to qualify for the grants?
There is no completion deadline in order to qualify for the grants. However,
quarterly reporting is required to ensure progress is being made and funds are
being used for eligible costs.
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Eligible Expenditures

13. Can funds be used for contractors or consultants?
Yes. We anticipate most awardees for both grants to utilize contractors or
consultants in their technical assistance or construction projects.

14. Can the Technical Assistance Grant be used for a preliminary engineering report?
Yes.

15. Can the Water Projects Grant Fund be used for design/planning?
No. Statute states that the Water Projects Grant Fund may be used for
“construction, repair, maintenance, or replacement of water-related
infrastructure and other construction related costs”. These programs do not
consider design/planning as a construction related cost. A Water Projects Grant
applicant should be ready to “break ground” as soon as funds are awarded.

16. What is meant by design/planning?
Any preliminary engineering, planning, conceptual design, or detailed design
should be applied for under the Technical Assistance Grant, not the Water
Projects Grant.

17. Are grant administration costs allowable expenditures for either grant?
Yes. Up to 15% of requested funds for either grant may be used for grant
administration costs. Grant administration costs do not include costs to submit
the initial application. Examples of allowable grant administration costs include
time to complete required reporting documents.

18. The Interim Guidelines state that the Technical Assistance Grant can be used for
“processing grant and loan applications”. Does this mean funds can be used to
reimburse a grant consultant for applying for that Technical Assistance Grant?

No. The Technical Assistance Grant can be awarded to provide funds to hire a
grant consultant to apply for future outside grants, such as federal grants.

19. Can the Water Project Grant be used for payoff USDA loans?
No, only loans through KDHE’s Public Water Supply Loan Fund and Kansas
Pollution Control Fund are eligible for the Water Projects Grant Fund.



