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Marais des Cygnes River Assurance District Operations Agreement



Marais des Cygnes River Assurance District Operations Agreement

• Minimum desirable streamflows (MDS) are water right demand control triggers. 

• Reservoir storage releases are not used to meet or maintain

• Water Rights administration possible for water rights issued after April 12, 1984 
if MDS orders are issued by Division of Water Resources



Marais des Cygnes River Assurance District Operations Agreement



Marais des Cygnes River Operations Dry Fall 2022, 
reservoir 
releases made 
up significant 
amount of 
streamflow as 
natural flows 
dwindled.

Natural Flow = 
flow that would 
be in the river 
without 
reservoirs



Marais des Cygnes River Operations
• Additional 

releases needed 
to satisfy 
Assurance 
District member 
needs. 

• Releases 
protected by 
Division of Water 
Resources



• Not planning to do a winter drawdown for Lake 
Level Management Plan at Hillsdale – save 
water for potential prolonged drought

• Concentrated refill/runoff pattern at Hillsdale 
with watershed conditions, refilled back above 
conservation pool. 



Marais des Cygnes – Reservoir Allocations



Marais des Cygnes – Reservoir Allocations
• As additional growth or 

economic development 
occurs, will be a need to call 
into service Reserve Capacity 
and Future Use allocations

• Development of Regional 
Water Supply Plans to 
anticipate future water supply 
needs

• RAC feedback and input on 
future growth areas and 
economic developments that 
will impact long-term water 
supplies – share information 
with Planner



Hillsdale Reservoir 
2022 Survey







Loss of 1,564 Acre-feet in storage since last survey

Loss of ~8% of original capacity : average of 120 acre-feet per year lost from last survey

Previously estimated volume used in Regional Water Supply modeling for 2022: 
75,095 Acre-feet



Survey Days


	Marais des Cygnes Basin Reservoir Operations�2022 -2023 Drought��1/4/2023 Marais des Cygnes Regional Advisory Committee
	Marais des Cygnes River Assurance District Operations Agreement
	Marais des Cygnes River Assurance District Operations Agreement
	Marais des Cygnes River Assurance District Operations Agreement
	Marais des Cygnes River Operations
	Marais des Cygnes River Operations
	Slide Number 7
	Marais des Cygnes – Reservoir Allocations
	Marais des Cygnes – Reservoir Allocations
	Hillsdale Reservoir �2022 Survey
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Survey Days

