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Water Office

As we close out 2019 and look 
back, mother nature has challenged 
us all this past year. Record rainfall 
and flooding dominated the water 
news this year with May being the 
wettest May, and second wettest 
month overall, on record. The 
Missouri River had at least one 
stream gage showing flood stage 

from mid-March until December 16.  A record 279 
days.

It’s easy to say that this has been an extreme year. But 
as a planning organization, I think we have to ask how 
much of an outlier this year has been when looking at 
the long-term trend. Whether you believe in climate 
change or not, or argue over what causes it, the rainfall 
and streamflow data for the majority of the state show 

increasing trends. For my part, I don’t care what the 
cause is, it is our job to look objectively at the data 
and try to formulate plans to make sure Kansans have 
the water resources necessary to survive and thrive. In 
my opinion, that includes looking for ways to manage 
flooding and minimize damage from the events.

In early November, an Interim Committee on Natural 
Resources had a hearing on this year’s flooding and 
its impacts. Both in preparation for the meeting, and 
during the hearing, they asked us what we could do to 
make things better the next time around. We haven’t 
truly taken up flood planning at the state level for a 
number of years. I expect that will change, and that 
each of you will play a key role in helping to determine 
how we have a better answer for future flooding events. 

Earl’s Corner

A huge thank you to all who attended the Governor’s 
Water Conference in Wichita in November which 
focused on a sustainable water future and flood 
response. 

Sustainable food production was the message 
attendees heard from Jill Wheeler head of Syngenta’s 
Sustainable Productivity in North America. She 
leads The Good Growth Plan, supporting Syngenta’s 
mission to improve the sustainability of agriculture 
and meet the challenge of feeding the world’s fast-
growing population. “Sustainability drivers are 
opportunities that can be used on the farm. This means 
taking advantage of resources, increasing efficiency 
and improving profitability. Wheeler also posed the 
question, “What is the constant in agriculture?” to 
which she followed up by saying “It’s CHANGE.””

Meeting growing water supply needs is a common 
problem facing communities across the nation, and 
a critical component of the Vision in Kansas. Dr. 
Rollin Hotchkiss was a featured speaker who has 

conducted research in multiple aspects of managing 
reservoir sedimentation for more than 25 years as 
well as the economic impacts to decreasing supply. 
Hotchkiss said, “We need to propose solutions that 
are sustainable for sediment management and engage 
downstream stakeholders early in the conversation.”

The morning also featured the “Water Legacy Award” 
which was presented to Mike Hayden, who has 
epitomized what public service for water and natural 
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On March 25, 2019, a Federal Cost Share Agreement 
was executed with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE) for the “Kansas River Reservoirs Flood 
and Sediment Study”, with the Kansas Water Office 
(KWO) providing an initial cash payment of $25,000 
to begin work on the study. The Kansas Department 
of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism (KDWPT) was added 
as co-sponsor of the study prior to its execution. The 
study is planned to be completed over 3-5 years, with 
total funding of $3 million and a required 25% non-
federal sponsor cost share of $750,000. 

The Shared Vision Statement of the study, developed 
through collaboration between KWO, KDWPT, 
and USACE, is “Identify actions within the Kansas 
River Basin necessary to extend the useful life of our 
reservoirs, to increase their resiliency and maintain 
capacity. Develop sustainable measures to reduce 
flood risk, improve sediment management, and 
mitigate drought, while seeking opportunities related 
to critical infrastructure investment, water supply 
availability, ecosystem restoration, water quality, and 
enhancing recreation.”

The initial round of stakeholder coordination and 
public scoping is occurring from September 2019 
through April 2020, with public scoping meetings 
already taken place in Manhattan, Ellsworth, Junction 
City, and Perry.  Those interested in providing 
comments during this current stage of the study can 
submit comments through the project webpage at 
https://www.kwo.ks.gov/projects/kansas-watershed-
study by email at kwo-info@kwo.ks.gov, or by mail 
at Kansas Water Office, Attn: Josh Olson, 900 SW 
Jackson Street, Suite 404, Topeka, KS 66612.

and help implement the modern 
water resource management 
funding and principles used today. 
Starting with his role as legislator 
to the 41st Governor of Kansas 
to Asst. Secretary of the Dept. 
of Interior for Fish Wildlife and 
Parks of the U.S. under the Bush 
administration to Secretary of 
Kansas Dept. of Wildlife Parks, 
he has spent decades leading 
many groundbreaking initiatives. 
He ecouraged attendees with his 
closing remark: “The challenges 
ahead are greater than what we 
have faced in the past,” Hayden 
said. “There are many who say we 
needn’t take political risk, but you 
have to have vision, and you have 
to be willing to put your name on 
it to truly make a difference for the 
future.”

This year’s ‘Be the Vision’ award 
recipients were also honored for 
taking extraordinary measures to 
conserve, reuse or adopt better 
practices to help ensure the future 
of our state’s water resources. This 
year’s recipients were Garden 
City Company who has two Water 
Conservation Areas with about 
15,000 acres enrolled using only 
about 62 percent of their water 
allocation and saving about 15,000 
acre-feet of water for future use; 
Maize High School – Climate Club 
which was started by five high 
school students last year and has 
worked with the Kansas Biological 
Survey and KU faculty to help 
understand and monitor Cheney 
reservoir water quality as well 
as work to help address harmful 
blue-green algal toxins; and Public 
Wholesale Water Supply District 

No. 23 for bringing together 20 
other entities who were struggling 
to negotiate annual terms of their 
water purchase contract to meet 
community needs. Ten years later 
PWWSD#23 became operational 
and the new plant was built this 
year. This has brought over $55 
million dollars of USDA loan and 
grant funds into southeast Kansas 
for a sustainable water supply that 
will last for many generations to 
come.

The conference also featured 
the Kansas Water Office Photo 
Contest. More than 100 photos 
were submitted and voted on 
as the ‘people’s choice’ at the 
conference. Visit https://www.kwo.
ks.gov/news-events/governor’s-
water-conference to see this year’s 
winners of the photo contest. 

https://www.kwo.ks.gov/projects/kansas-watershed-study 
https://www.kwo.ks.gov/projects/kansas-watershed-study 
https://www.kwo.ks.gov/news-events/governor’s-water-conference
https://www.kwo.ks.gov/news-events/governor’s-water-conference
https://www.kwo.ks.gov/news-events/governor’s-water-conference
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Water supply storage within a number of Kansas 
reservoirs is decreasing over time as a result of 
reservoir sedimentation and declining water quality 
has resulted in the formation of harmful algal 
blooms, development of taste and odor issues in 
drinking water, as well as producing adverse impacts 
to water-based recreation in Kansas.  In an effort 
to help address reservoir sedimentation and other 
water quality issues impacting priority reservoirs in 
Kansas, the Kansas Water Office (KWO) along with 
agency partners Kansas Department of Agriculture – 
Divison of Conservation (KDA-DOC) and the Kansas 
Department of Health and Environment (KDHE) 
have teamed together for the development and 
implementation of the Kansas Reservoir Protection 
Initiative (KRPI).

The protection of water supply storage and improved 
water quality in Kansas reservoirs that provide 
water to municipal and industrial customers is a 
priority action identified within the Vision as well 
as Regional Goal Actions Plans for regions served 
by reservoir water supply storage.  Key in these 
overall reservoir protection efforts is 
implementation of conservation practices 
within priority watersheds which reduce 
sediment and nutrient off at the field 
level, ultimately leading to decreased 
reservoir sedimentation rates.  The KRPI 
provides financial assistance from the State 
Water Plan Fund (SWPF) to producers 
within priority watersheds to implement 
conservation practices which will decrease 
sediment runoff and benefit water quality 
conditions within eligible watersheds.  
Program financial assistance provided 
is determined based on the estimated 
sediment load reduction anticipated 
to be achieved by the conservation practices to be 
implemented on a respective parcel of land.  

The 2019 Legislature appropriated $700,000 in 
SWPF SFY 2020 funding for watershed conservation 
practice implementation to be administered through 
the KRPI framework.  Priority sub-watersheds within 
the Tuttle Creek Lake (Kansas Region), Fall River 
Lake (Verdigris Region), John Redmond Reservoir 
(Neosho Region), and Kanopolis Lake (Smoky 

Hill-Saline Region) watersheds were again the focus 
for conservation practice efforts associated with 
this funding.  With watershed conservation practice 
implementation being noted as a priority within the 
Vision and associated Regional Goal Action plans, 
representatives from each of the 4 RACs covering 
these targeted areas participated in the evaluation of 
applications and provided funding recommendations 
on eligible applications based on the estimated 
sediment reduction per dollar invested.  Based on the 
applications submitted and selected for funding it is 
estimated that nearly 29,000 tons of sediment will 
be prevented from reaching Kansas waters and being 
deposited in downstream reservoirs.  

On November 1, Lt. Governor Lynn Rogers 
accompanied KWO, KDA-DOC and KDHE on a field 
tour of the John Redmond Reservoir watershed to see 
firsthand how the KRPI is being utilized by producers 
to implement sediment-reducing conservation 
practices.  During the field tour the Lt. Governor and 
others had the opportunity to meet with watershed 
producers Kevin Wellnitz, Kevin Mautz, 

and Michael Windle to see firsthand how these 
producers are evaluating land management scenarios 
which provide water resource benefits while also 
working to improve overall on-farm profitability.  The 
Kansas Water Authority, recognizing the benefit of 
the KRPI, has included a $1,000,000 budget funding 
recommendation for continuation of this initiative 
into SFY 2021.  

Producer Michael Windle sharing benefits of cover crops on the KPRI tour
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January
07- Marais Des Cygnes Regional Advisory Committee Meeting, Fort Scott, KS
09- Winter Water Technolgoy Expo, Garden City, KS
14- Neosho Regional Advisory Committee Meeting, TBD
16- Solomon Republican Regional Advisory Committee Meeting, Downs, KS
29- Kansas Water Authority Meeting, Topeka, KS

February
13- Missouri Regional Advisory Committee Meeting, Atchison, KS

March
19- A Day Without Water, Topeka, KS

For comments or questions on
The WaterFront please contact

Katie Patterson-Ingels at
Katie.Ingels@kwo.ks.gov

Kansas Water Office
900 SW Jackson, Suite 404

Topeka, KS 66612
Phone: 785-296-3185

www.kwo.ks.gov

Water Office


