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DATE:   

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

November 12, 2019 

Missouri RAC Members and Advisors  

Kirk Tjelmeland 

November 21, 2019 Meeting 

900 SW Jackson Street, Suite 404 

Topeka, KS  66612 

Phone: (785) 296-3185   

Fax: (785) 296-0878 

www.kwo.org 
 

The next meeting of the Missouri Regional Advisory Committee will be held on Thursday, November 21, 2019 at 

9:00 a.m. at the in the USD 409 Community Meeting Room, 626 Commercial, Atchison, KS 66002.  

 

At a meeting held by the USACE late last month the 2019 upper basin runoff forecast was 61.0 million acre-feet 

(MAF) which would tie the 2011 record. At the November 21st meeting we’ll have a couple presentations: Alan 

Larson will update the group on programs available through the NRCS linked to water quality, Doniphan and 

Leavenworth County Emergency Preparedness Managers will update the group on recent flooding, and review of 

Goals #2&4. Hope to see you the morning of November 21st.  

 

Enclosed please find the following meeting materials: 

• Agenda 

• September 26th Notes 

• Missouri Infographic 

• RAC Goals and Action Plans 

• PDF of RAC power point 

• Press Release 

 

If you cannot attend, or have any questions or concerns regarding the meeting, please feel free to contact me at 

Kirk.Tjelmeland@kwo.ks.gov or by phone at 785-368-8149.   
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MEETING AGENDA 

 

 

 

AGENDA DETAILS 

I. Welcome/Introductions 

II. Chair Transition: Carl to Chris 

III. Review of the Governor’s Water Conference Nov. 7-

8th - Group  

IV. RAC Business  

a. Review of the September 26th meeting notes 
b. MO River Subcommittee Report 
c. Ag Subcommittee Report 

 
 

V.   Review of NRCS Programs – Alan Larson Atchison Co. District Conservationist 

VI.   Update from DP Co. Emergency Preparedness – Julie Meng 

VII.   Update from LV Co. Emergency Preparedness – Chuck Magaha  

VIII.   Review of RAC Goals #2 and #4 – Tj - KWO 

IX.   Narrated PPT for Conservation District Meetings 

X.   Other Issues or Agency Updates:  

XI.   Public Comments* 

XII.   Any Messages to the Kansas Water Authority  

XIII.  Upcoming Meetings: 

a. KWA Meeting, December 2019, Salina, KS 

b. Legislative Visits, January 28-29th, 2020, Topeka, KS  

c. Vision Meetings?   

d. Next Missouri RAC meeting (February/March?) 

e. Adjourn 

 

*Public Comments are limited to 3-5 minutes and limited to issues related to regional goals, action plans or other 

water resource issues or concerns.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE: Thursday, November 21, 2019 

TIME: 9:00 AM 

LOCATION: 
USD 409 Meeting Room 

626 Commercial  

 Atchison, KS 66002  

3rd Floor Conference Room  



 
 

 
Membership: Carl Johnson, Chair, Leavenworth, KS; John Bishop, Atchison, KS; Neil Coufal, Troy, KS; 

Stephen Glaser, Atchison, KS; Jeffery Grossenbacher, Bern, KS; Chris Griffin, Troy, KS; Joel Mahnken, 

Leavenworth, KS; Brett Neibling, Vice-Chair, Highland, KS; Lisa Montgomery, Reserve, KS; Luke Terry, 

Robinson, KS; Michelle Wirth, Kansas City, KS, KWO Planner: Kirk Tjelmeland, 785-368-8149; 

Kirk.Tjelmeland@kwo.ks.gov   
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Missouri Regional Advisory Committee 

Meeting Notes 
 

Missouri Regional Advisory Committee Meeting 

Thursday, September 26, 2019, 9:00 am 

USD 409 Community Meeting Room, 626 Commercial,  

Atchison, Kansas 66002 

Members in Attendance:  

Name City Category Term Present 

Carl Johnson (Chair) Leavenworth, KS Conservation/Environment (cc) 2023 Yes 

John Bishop Atchison, KS Recreation 2023 Yes 

Neil Coufal Troy, KS At Large Public (cc) 2021 Yes 

Stephen Glaser Atchison, KS Industry/Commerce (cc) 2023 No 

Jeffrey Grossenbacher Bern, KS Agriculture (cc) 2023 Yes 

Chris Griffin Troy, KS WRAPs 2021 Yes 

Lisa Montgomery  Reserve, KS Iowa Tribe of Kansas and NB 2023 Yes 

Joel Mahnken Leavenworth, KS Public Water Supply (cc) 2021 Yes 

Brett Neibling (VC) Highland, KS Agriculture 2 2023 No 

Vacant  Agriculture Industry 2021 No 

Vacant  Public Water Supply 2 2019 No 

Luke Terry Robinson, KS Fish and Wildlife 2021 No  

Michelle Wirth Kansas City, KS Public Water Supply 3 2021 Yes 

 

Others in attendance:  

Name Town Representing 

Rob Reschke Manhattan KDA-DOC 

Geoff Bohling Lawrence KGS 

Margaret Chamas Troy KSU Extension 

Elizabeth Smith Topeka KDHE 

Mick Stec Atchison City of Atchison 

Henry Pohl Atchison Levee Owner 

Brett Bunger Topeka KDA-DWR 

Mary Meyers  Atchison  Atchison Globe 

Kirk Tjelmeland Topeka KWO 

 

I) Welcome and Introductions: Carl started the meeting at 9:03 am, with self-introductions starting 

with himself and then everyone else around the tables. Carl asked everyone to add a little to their 

name since we had a new RAC member. 

  

II) Review of September 3-4th KWA meeting:  Carl mentioned three items that stood out to him. The 

first being the City of Lawrence contract for raw water, RAC memberships with some RACs not 

being fully staffed and a lengthy discussion on contamination from the Arbuckle into drinking water 

sources. Geoff mentioned that some old wells could be a point of concern.  
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Stephen Glaser, Atchison, KS; Jeffery Grossenbacher, Bern, KS; Chris Griffin, Troy, KS; Joel Mahnken, 

Leavenworth, KS; Brett Neibling, Vice-Chair, Highland, KS; Lisa Montgomery, Reserve, KS; Luke Terry, 

Robinson, KS; Michelle Wirth, Kansas City, KS, KWO Planner: Kirk Tjelmeland, 785-368-8149; 
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Page 2 

Missouri Regional Advisory Committee 

Meeting Notes 
 

III) RAC Business: 

a. The June 27th meeting notes were reviewed and accepted as written.   

b. The Missouri River Subcommittee: Michelle mentioned the problems they had with levee 

breaches and that their facilities are in good condition however there has been significant 

property damage from sand and debris. Henry Pohl added that his levee will be one of the first 

repaired with a site meeting on October 9th, his levee is located across form Iatan Power Plant. 

Joel mentioned that the City of Leavenworth had several projects planned including a collector 

well which are on hold until the groundwater level drops. Mike Stec, City of Atchison said they 

have problems when the Missouri River is at or above 19.5’ and it has been there since March.   

c. The Ag Subcommittee: Jeff had the opportunity to participate in the Jerry Moran tour with lots of 

other folks. The tour highlighted some of the damage caused by the high water: county road 

destruction, levee and business impacts (Taylor Seed Farms), trees killed out at Benedictine 

Bottoms and finished at Kaw Point talking about how destructive Asian Carp can be. Jeff also 

wanted to mention all the flooding above the Federal Reservoirs by the inability to release water. 

Tj added that the USACE is expected to increase the release from Gavins Point Dam to 80,000 

cfs. Chris wanted to add that she had nearly 4,000 acres of cover crops funded in Doniphan 

County through Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP).  

 

IV) Update on the KGS Groundwater Study: Geoff gave a presentation on the progress being made 

on the groundwater study that Kansas Geological Survey (KGS) is conducting. The presentation can 

be found here. The two objectives for the 5-year project are to establish a groundwater quality 

network and improve estimates of safe yield in the Missouri Region. Since Geoff’s last report they 

have took a second look at historic water level data, identified potential continuous monitoring wells 

and conducted a second round of water chemistry samples from various wells. The historic 

groundwater level data is very scattered and Geoff developed a model that can explain a good 

portion of this. KGS has identified 20 existing wells that could fit as monitoring locations. It was 

suggested that they should consult with and Alan Kelley and see if there is a well in the Reserve that 

could be monitored. On the chemical side there were several wells that continue to sample above the 

EPA 10 mg/L with the highest being almost 5 times the acceptable level. One well showed high 

levels of suspended chlorides during the drought last fall but these levels dropped with the wetter 

conditions this year. Geoff showed the project is on schedule. Michelle added there are multiple 

wells along the Missouri River that have lots of old monitoring data that could add to the study. 

Geoff said he would get in contact with her.  

    

V) Update from KDHE on monitoring & HABs:  Elizabeth gave a presentation that is available here. 

She covered three items in her presentation: Surface water monitoring, Assessment & Action and 

Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs) response program. Surface water monitoring in located in the 

Bureau of Water (BOW) under the Watershed Planning, Monitoring, and assessment Section 

(WPMAS) with the support of six District Offices. There is routine monitoring (ex: lakes/wetlands), 

rapid response monitoring (ex: fishkills) and special projects. The Missouri River has a diverse 

fishery with three notable streams in the Region: South Fork of the Nemaha River, Rock Creek and 

Wolf River which have “special aquatic life.” There are nine stream chemistry sampling stations in 

mailto:Kirk.Tjelmeland@kwo.ks.gov
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Meeting Notes 
 

the Missouri Region that are used to help with listing or delisting of impaired waters. There are also 

nine stream biology stations in the Missouri Region with the majority of these in Brown County. 

Macroinvertebrates are sampled every 3-4 years, indicators of stream quality. HABs documented in 

the region for 2019 include: Atchison County Fishing Lake, Big Eleven Lake, Hiawatha City Lake 

and Lake Jeanette. The HABs program is a response to complaints, KDHE does not actively seek out 

HAB blooms. She moved on to the problems with HABs (Cyanobacteria) ability to move in the 

water column and produce toxins that affect animals as well as people. KDHE established 

standardized levels for both cell counts and toxin levels for public waterbodies, ex: Watch=4ug/L of 

toxin and cell count of 80,000/mL. The number of waterbodies seems to be trending up over the last 

couple of years with 44 waterbodies under some sort of advisory in 2019. KDHE is doing some in-

lake investigation using vegetation, sonic blasters and chemical treatment to reduce these events. 

Using a clear jar and a lid a sample can be taken carefully, placed in the refrigerator for 24 hours. If 

there is a green scum on the surface after the 24 hours this is a good indication of a HAB. Michelle 

added the detection level is .3ug/L in potable water and the test is expensive that is why the number 

of communities are using the KDHE monitoring program. The fishkills documented from 2014-2018 

combined for 3 events, approximately 2,800 fish and were caused by low DO and organic loading. 

She stated that the Missouri Region has 36 streams and 5 lakes on the 303(d) list – Impaired 

Waterbodies. Part of the process to address this is the distribution of funds through the WRAPS 

projects, $162,000 of the statewide total of $300,000 was awarded in the Missouri Region. Big 

thanks to Chris for her efforts. Elizabeth mentioned all the livestock facilities in Nemaha County 

coupled with the stream listings. Committee members thought it might be a good idea to get an 

Agriculture person from that area on the RAC. She also wanted to remind everyone of the annual 

HAB meeting on January 22-23rd, 2020 in Topeka. Elizabeth promised to send several links to the 

RAC that will provide even more information. 

 

VI) Water Quality Tech Field Day: Chris led this discussion and was pleased with how the event 

turned out with about 50 people in attendance. She had hoped for more producers however having 

Jimmy Emmons present was great and she knew of one producer that was going to incorporate cover 

crops after attending. Several other RAC members attended and thought this was a good thing to 

have in our Region.  

 

VII) Review of RAC Goals #1 and #3: Tj started the discussion. Goal #3 was rewritten to say, Collect 

additional information to improve safe yield estimate of groundwater and tributary streams within 

3 years. Safe yield should be continuously monitored. The rewrite was moved by John and 

seconded by Joel with no discussion, passed unanimously. The Goal #1 and the Actions Plans were 

left as is.    

 

VIII) Update on RAC Membership: Carl started this discussion stating that we had two vacant positions, 

Agriculture and Public Water Supply (PWS). There was some discussion and Mike Stec from the 

City of Atchison who was in attendance and deals with PWS is willing to serve on the RAC. An 

application was sent and received back from Mike. Jeff, Chris and Margaret were going to think of 

someone in that would be a good fit for the Agriculture position and that person will be contacted.  
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IX) Narrated PPT for Conservation District Meetings: Tj led this with a request from RAC members 

to help record a slide or two of the narrated power point that will be available for Conservation 

Districts to play at their Annual Conservation District banquets. Chris mentioned that the 

Conservation Districts are in the planning stage for those meetings right now and she would mention 

the narrated power point that the RAC is putting together. This could be played anytime during the 

meeting. Members were asked to stay after the meeting for a couple minutes to record their slide.    

 

X) Other Issues or Agency Updates: Rob wanted the RAC to know how valuable their input is on the 

budget process. Division of Conservation (DOC) receives 65% of the State Water Plan Fund to 

implement conservation practices. The programs that are funded keep good conservation practices 

(soil health) on the ground. Chris added it was DOC money that helped finance the WRAPS cover 

crop money, providing acres of cover crops protecting the soil in Doniphan County.  

 

XI) Public Comments:  These were voiced earlier in the meeting.  

 

XII) Upcoming Meetings: 

a. Governor’s Water Conference, November 7-8th, Wichita 

b. Next Missouri RAC meeting, Thursday, November 21st, 9-noon, USD 409 meeting room 

c. KWA meeting, December 19th, Salina, KS  

d. Meeting adjourned at 11:10 am  
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900 SW Jackson Street, Suite 404 

Topeka, KS 66612 
 

Phone:  (785)-296-3185 

Fax:  (785)-296-0878 

www.kwo.ks.gov  

Earl Lewis, Acting Director 
  

Laura Kelly, Governor 

  

 
Meeting Notice:              
November 12, 2019     
           
For More Information:  
Katie Patterson-Ingels 
(785) 296-3185, katie.ingels@kwo.ks.gov    
     
 
 

Missouri RAC Meeting in Atchison 
November 21, 9 a.m., in the USD 409 Community Meeting Room 

  
The Kansas Water Office’s (KWO) Missouri Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) will meet to discuss current 
water issues affecting the region as well as the state.    

The meeting will be Thursday, November 21, at 9 a.m., in the USD 409 Community Meeting Room, 626 
Commercial in Atchison, Kansas. The RAC will have a presentation by the NRCS on water quality related 
programs, flooding updates from Doniphan and Leavenworth County Emergency Preparedness Managers and 
review RAC Goals #2 & #4.     

The agenda and meeting materials will be available at www.kwo.ks.gov or you may request copies by calling 
(785) 296-3185 or toll-free at (888) KAN-WATER (526-9283). 
  
If accommodations are needed for a person with disabilities, please notify the Kansas Water Office at 900 SW 
Jackson Street, Suite 404, Topeka, KS 66611-1249 or call (785) 296-3185 at least five working days prior to the 
meeting.   
  
Note to Editor: The Americans with Disabilities Act, (42 U.S.C. 12101) requires the Kansas Water Office to print the reasonable 
accommodations messages.   
  

 
# # # 

 
As the state’s water office, KWO conducts water planning, policy coordination and water marketing as well as facilitates 
public input throughout the state.  
 
The agency prepares the KANSAS WATER PLAN, a plan for water resources development, management and 
conservation.  
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Kansas’ Water Needs

“Kansas Runs on Water”

Good morning, my name is XXXXXXXXXX, and  I am member of one of the 14 Regional 
Advisory Committees organized by the Kansas Water Authority. Most Kansans turn on 
the tap at home and out comes clean, fresh water. We use that water for drinking, 
bathing, cooking, cleaning, and even for watering our lawns and gardens. But there are 
some significant challenges that may threaten our water supply in years to come. I’d 
like to speak with you today about the condition of water in Kansas, and a long-term 
solution.  I am here to tell you what Kansas is doing to preserve your water quality and 
supply, but also to get your input on what you as a Kansan believe needs to be done to 
preserve the quality and quantity of our water well into the future.
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The Vision Begins

“Call to Action” from Sam Brownback in Oct. 2013

 Governor Brownback called upon the Water Office to 
develop the Water Vision

 “Water and the Kansas economy are directly linked.  Water is 

a finite resource and without further planning and action, we 

will no longer be able to meet our state’s currents needs, let 

alone growth.” -Former Kansas Governor Sam Brownback

Overall, in Kansas, 75% of our creeks, streams and rivers are significantly impaired for 
human use in one or more ways.  In general, we have two principal water problems: 
quality and quantity. In the western part of the state, water quantity is the first priority, 
with quality is also a concern. In the eastern part of the state, which receives more 
rainfall, water quality is the first priority, however quantity is also a concern.  
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The Vision

 Goal:

Create a 50 year plan

 Establish a reliable, sustainable water supply while 

balancing conservation with economic growth

 Development:

 2013-2015 – Input from Stakeholders and Citizens

 Kansas Water Office and other state agencies developed 
the Vision based on public input

 January, 2015  - Vision delivered to Governor

In October 2013, Governor Brownback issued a call to action for his Administration to 
develop a 50-Year Vision for the Future of Water Supply. He appointed a Vision Team to 
receive comments from residents and businesses in the state and discuss what the 
vision should be. In January, 2015 the vision document was delivered to the Governor. 
The water vision is designed to protect and conserve the state’s water resources today 
and into the future.  
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The Water Vision –

It’s for Our Kids

Keep our water clean in the stream!

A key piece of the Water Vision is to provide education to all Kansans (especially kids) 
about the state of the water resources in Kansas, including ways to protect and 
conserve this resource for the future. Our goal is to have an adequate supply of water 
for all Kansans, as well as water that is “Clean in the Stream.” 
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Kansas Runs on Water

Kansas Runs on Water is a slogan developed by Walz-Tetrick that will help unify all the 
education activities of all state agencies in one location.
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How Do Kansans Use Water?

How do we use our water? As you can see, irrigation is by far the largest user of water 
in Kansas. Water use by county clearly shows western Kansas’ use of water for 
irrigation, while in eastern Kansas (where the Missouri RAC is located) municipal use 
dominates all other uses. In the Missouri Region the Mighty Missouri River remains as a 
relatively untapped source of surface water which will become a valuable resource. 
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Regional Advisory Committees 

(RACs)

Water needs, uses and concerns differ across the state of Kansas, and solutions for one 
area may not be appropriate for another. Therefore the Kansas Water Vision divided the 
state into regions based on: regional hydrology, common issues and interests and 
existing regional water management entities.  This map of Kansas shows the 14 
different RAC Regions that were established through the Vision.  My RAC is the Missouri 
Regional Advisory Committee, or Missouri RAC. The Missouri RAC covers portions of 
seven counties in northeastern Kansas.  RACs generally have 9 to 13 members, and 
each member represents one of a defined set of constituencies, such as industry, 
municipal water suppliers, agriculture, recreation, fish and wildlife, conservation, and 
so forth. For example, I represent XXXXXXXXXXXX. 
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The Missouri RAC Planning Area consists of over 1,460 square miles which receives, on 
average, 38 inches of precipitation per year. The first job assigned to the RACs was to 
develop Action Plans to carry out the goals that had been established for each region as 
part of the Governor’s Long-term Vision document. The RACs have goals that vary 
widely across the state. You can find the action plans on the Kansas Water Office 
website, under the name of each RAC. The continuing responsibility of the RACs is to 
gather input from citizens and to communicate the desires of citizens to the Kansas 
Water Authority and monitor the progress of the RAC’s goals.
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Missouri RAC Goals

 Establish and Monitor Groundwater Quality  

 Ensure Reliable Surface Water Supply by using Best Management 
Practices (BMPs)

 Determine Groundwater Quantity

 Promote a comprehensive  Education Plan, education of young 

and old alike on regional water issues

For the Missouri RAC, the most significant concerns are to determine the Quality and 
Quantity of groundwater within the Region and establish a monitoring program to 
evaluate these. Phase I of a study has been completed by the Kansas Geological Survey 
(KGS) that gathered some information however a Phase II has been initiated to help 
answer some lingering questions.
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Nitrate Sampling

This slide illustrates the nitrate levels in water supplies, 10 mg/l is the EPA limit. This 
information was compiled in a recent study by the Kansas Geological Survey (KGS), 
some of this dates back to the 1970’s. More up to date information is necessary to help 
protect region citizens. Phase II of this project is a five year project that designed to fill 
some of those gaps.
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Glacial Aquifer

As part of the KGS study to determine the quantity of groundwater the map above was 
put together using over a 1,000 wells. The Glacial Aquifer varies greatly in depth and is 
not well connected so neighbors can experience a water crisis that their neighbor 
doesn’t. 
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Water Tech Farms

As of December 2018, there are a total of 10 Tech Farms across western Kansas. Three 
were established in 2016, three more in 2017and four more came online in 2018. There 
has been a push in the eastern part of the state to establish a Water Quality Tech Farm, 
the Loess Hills tech farm in Doniphan County is the first to be established. Improving 
water quality in an area that has water quality issues. 
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2018 HAB Lakes in Kansas 

State agencies are working to learn more about how pollutants that run off the land 
cause harmful algal blooms and what can be done to prevent that contamination.  A 
combination of conditions provided an ideal situation for blooms to occur in two small 
lakes within the Missouri Region in 2018. HABs were reported on both Atchison State 
Fishing Lake and Atchison County Park Lake. Both of these lakes, along with Sabetha 
City Lake, have been prone to warning level blooms Since the Kansas Department of 
Health and environment (KDHE) started documenting HABs in 2011. 
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Why is Algae a Problem?

 Bad for people

 Bad for animals

 Bad for the economy

 Blooms are more frequent 

with higher temperatures 

and nutrient loading 

Harmful algal blooms can produce extremely dangerous toxins that can sicken or kill 
people and animals, create dead zones in the water, raise treatment costs for drinking 
water and hurt industries that depend on clean water.  HABs are bad for all animal life.  
From the fish and invertebrates in the water, to animals and humans that drink or come 
in contact with the water – the impacts of HABs are universally bad. HABs are not 
limited to reservoirs – they can take place in rivers or streams when low flow, high 
nutrients and high temperatures are present.
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Ogallala-High Plains Aquifer –
Water level change

We have areas of the Ogallala Aquifer that have seen declines of 70 feet over the last 
20 years. There is an effort to reduce that through Water Conservation Areas (WCAs) 
and Limited Irrigation Management Areas (LIMA) along with on farm education through 
Water Technology Farms. 
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Federal Reservoirs –

Lost storage to sedimentation
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Because these were reservoirs were not natural and because they were built in high 
sediment yielding areas, we are battling sedimentation impacts.

These 20 federal reservoirs identified on the chart were built between 1948 and 1981.

The Chart shows a range of storage capacity lost to sedimentation ranging from 3% to 
47%.

Three of those reservoirs have lost greater 40% or more of their storage.
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Siltation from Tributaries

Before Streambank Project After streambank Project

Streambank stabilization has been a key component in the reduction of sediment 
entering our water supply reservoirs. Agricultural tillage has also made soil vulnerable 
to erosion by wind or rain. This erosion flows into the streams, creeks, and rivers, and 
on downstream. The Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE) 
(Watershed Management Section), the Kansas Department of Agriculture (KDA) 
(Division of Conservation), the Kansas Water Office (KWO) and the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service of the US Department of Agriculture have worked together to 
accomplish some streambank protection projects.   Again the cheapest solution is to 
keep the soil in place in the first place.

17



Finding a Solution

 Education

 Best Management Land Practices

 Ex: Streambank Stabilization, Buffer Strips, Cover Crops, No-

Till Farming & Improved Storm water Management in 

Urban Areas all require funding

 Testing/Monitoring

 Pilot Hydraulic Dredging

 Requires technical expertise and funding

There are ways to minimize these quality problems, that are known as Best 
Management Practices.  Some examples of this are listed here. Doniphan County has 
recently been awarded funding to help implement these practices adjacent to county 
roads through a Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) project funded by 
the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and other regional partners. 
Through the Doniphan County RCPP project, NRCS will implement best management 
practices within the county to decrease sediment and nutrient runoff. This is a good 
start, and can help us document what works best, but it is just a start.
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Blue Ribbon Task Force

 Former Governor Brownback’s Blue Ribbon Funding Task 
Force:

 Kansas Association of Counties

Westar Energy

 Kansas Municipal Utilities

 Kansas Water Authority

 Kansas Farm Bureau

 Kansas Chamber of Commerce

 League of Kansas Municipalities

 Kansas Rural Water Association

 Kansas Livestock Association

 Kansas Grain and Feed Association

The practices mentioned in the previous slide take funding and technical expertise. 
Former Governor Brownback also formed a Blue Ribbon Task Force to examine funding 
options and to estimate an amount needed. You can see the organizations that 
participated on this slide. In addition, several members of the task-force were state 
legislators;
Senator Jim Denning, Overland Park
Senator Tom Hawk, Manhattan
Senator Larry Powell, Garden City
Representative Jerry Henry, Atchison
Representative Steven Johnson, Assaria
Representative Sharon Schwartz, Washington
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Funding

 Kansas Water Plan Fund (between $14 - $20 million annually)

Consists of fees, General Fund Transfer and Economic 
Development Initiative Funds

 The General Fund Transfer and EDIF Transfer ($8 million 

annually) have not occurred consistently

 Kansas water funding has totaled $76 Million less than 
intended over the past 18 years

 Blue Ribbon Task Force Recommendations:

 Identified $55 Million in projects to carry out the Govenor's 

Water Vision

 Proposed to raise funding with a 1/10th of a cent sales tax 
carve off

Pursuant to a vote of citizens

The bill did not move forward as proposed

The Governor’s Blue Ribbon Funding Task Force realized more money would be needed 
in the recently shorted State Water Plan Fund, and established the figure of $55 million.  
This allows flexibility for large expenditures, such as purchase of storage at reservoirs, 
while allowing the Kansas Water Authority to act as the entity to prioritize projects, 
such as water conservation, water management, BMPs, streambank stabilization, 
reservoir sedimentation removal and public education on the importance of water to 
the state of Kansas.
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How Can You Help?

 Talk to your legislators and 

community peers about the issue

Awareness of the problem is key to 

the solution

 Support water funding proposals with 

your legislators

How can you help? Well, as the slide says, 
• Talk to your legislators and community peers about the issue, because awareness is 

key to the solution
• Support water funding proposals with you legislators
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Questions?

Drought conditions to the region are not uncommon droughts have been experienced 
in: 1930’s, 1950’s, late 1980’s, early 2000’s, 2012-2014 and again in 2018. Thank you for 
your attention and for allowing me to present this information to you. I will be happy to 
take your questions and answer them if I can. I would also like to collect your thoughts 
and comments on water issues and take them back to the RAC. Thank you again!
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 Missouri Regional Advisory Committee 

Priority Goal #2 Action Plan 
 

Priority Goal #2: To ensure a reliable surface water supply in the future, best management practices will be 

implemented so surface water quality in identified drainages is maintained or improved using goals and 

milestones as identified in the Missouri Watershed Restoration and Protection Area 9 Element Plan. 

 

Guiding Principle: 

Over the next 50 years, there needs to be an adequate, sustainable and affordable quality water supply in the 

Missouri Region, while protecting Tribal water rights and sacred and cultural sites. All government agencies, 

local through state, shall vigorously uphold and enforce all water conservation and management rules and 

regulations throughout the state. 

 

Action Steps 

❖ Collection of Additional Data 

 Collect data on a voluntary basis to evaluate the benefits of tile outlet terrace systems within the 

Missouri Region.  Prior to proposing any design changes to outlets of tile terraces in the Missouri 

Region, conduct research on cropland field input amounts (rates, dates applied, how it was applied, 

etc.) and collect water samples to evaluate the water runoff into the streams in the region.  Collect 

data working with interested local landowners with assistance of area conservation districts, Kansas 

Department of Health and Environment (KDHE), Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 

and other existing agencies.  Collection sites will be: tile terrace runoff, waterway runoff, land with 

no conservation work or no conservation tillage, and land with no conservation work but using no-

till.  

 Collect data on the benefits of capturing and reusing water on a producer’s property. 

 Gather existing information on the impact of extreme events (droughts and floods) on water quality 

and availability of water resources into the future in the Missouri Region.  

 Assess what other interest groups, agencies and individuals locally and from states with similar 

topography and precipitation (Iowa, South Dakota, Nebraska, and Missouri,) can provide on 

alternative projects that could contribute to water quality in the Missouri Region. 

 

❖ Implementation 

 Support and encourage implementation of the best management practices (BMPs) in the adopted 9-

Element Plan.  Those BMPs are: No-till, cover crops, grassed and forested buffers, convert steep 

slopes, sediment basins, pasture management, nutrient management, livestock waste management, 

alternative watering supplies, streambank stabilization, onsite wastewater system repair, urban lawn 

management, pet waste management.  The Plan should be updated every 5-years.  

 Focus on finding local volunteers that are willing to adopt and promote new practices, including 

streambank stabilization.   

 Ensure the value of maintenance of BMPs is understood to allow BMPs to have the desired long 

term effects, through education and outreach.  

 Recognize the value of protection of water quality through education and outreach. 

 Prevent sedimentation by using existing cost - share programs through the Kansas Department of 

Agriculture, Division of Conservation (DOC); KDHE; and NRCS, to fund conservation practices in 

the Missouri Region. 

 Continue to use the NRCS for technical assistance on implementation practices suited to the unique 

topography of the Missouri Region. 

 Prioritize the existing ranking systems from agencies, to secure funding for protecting water quality 

and water supply in the Missouri Region. 

 Raise awareness about water quality and the importance of proper urban lawn application. 
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Priority Goal #2 Action Plan 
 

 

❖ Monitoring 

 Determine if additional monitoring sites are needed to better characterize and prioritize project 

priorities in the Region.  

 

❖ Funding Needs 

 To ensure water quality is maintained and improved, the state should fully fund the Kansas Water 

Plan for implementation of best management practices through programs of the DOC, KDHE and 

others as needed.  

 Ensure continued and improved coordination with the NRCS to access and make the best use of 

funding for priority projects for water quality protection in the Region.   

 Assess possible involvement of other agencies, businesses and interest groups to determine interest 

and possible funding of water quality projects in the Region.  

 Continue to ensure that funding from the Clean Drinking Water Fee Fund for technical assistance for 

small public water supply systems is maintained at least at the current level.  

 Include funding for streambank stabilization projects as identified in the WRAPS 9 Element Plan.  

 Fully fund the 9-Element Plan implementation (approximately $140,000/year). 

 Develop a funding strategy within the next year for additional data collection and implementation as 

identified above in a phased manner in conjunction with DOC, NRCS, and KDHE and others as 

appropriate.  Funding needs will then be reviewed on an annual basis and brought to the KWA.  
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