
SAKW, Seventy Two Years and 
Counting



History of SAKW

• Chartered in 1951
• Organized to Represent all Watersheds in 

Kansas
• Non-Profit Organization Supported by Its 

Members and Partnering Agencies
• Bi-Monthly and Annual Meetings



SAKW Organizational Makeup

• President, Vice President, Secretary, 
Treasure, 5 at Large Directors

• Executive Director
• Executive Secretary
• Membership Made up of Watershed 

Districts, County Conservation Districts, 
and Interested Businesses and Individuals



Current Events

Position of Executive Director Added 
Affective October 1, 2002



Qualifications of Executive 
Director:

• Ability to Communicate with All Watershed 
Districts

• Ability to Communicate with Local, State, 
and Federal Agencies

• Ability to Communicate with State and 
Federal Congressional Representatives

• Possess Experience and Knowledge in 
Watershed Activities



Duties:

• Conduct Day to Day Business of the 
Association

• Provide Assistance to Watershed Districts 
in Kansas

• Encourage Watershed Districts to Relate 
Better with the Environment Around Them

• Represent SAKW in State and Federal 
Legislative Matters



Assistance to Watershed Districts

• Keep Watershed Districts Informed of  
Program Changes 

• Provide Training and Informational 
Workshops on New Program Procedures

• Encourage Watershed District Legislative 
Involvement for the Betterment of Kansas 
Watershed Programs



Assistance to Watershed 
Districts,  Cont’d 

• Partner with Watershed Districts as a 
Liaison with Local, State, and Federal 
Governmental Matters

• Promote Participation in Operation and 
Maintenance and Rehabilitation Programs

• Educate Watershed Districts of the 
Importance for Floodplain Management



SAKW Environmental Goals

• Be Better Stewards of the Land
• Promote Watershed Wide Evaluations of 

Environmental Benefits for both New and Existing 
Structures

• Strive for a Balance Between the Environment and 
Watershed Development

• Be More Tolerate of Biological Issues, but 
Continue to Insist on Consistency and Fairness 



SAKW Watershed Revitalization 
Initiative

• Conduct Watershed Workshops Throughout the 
State to Gather Information about Concerns and 
Needs and to Offer Assistance Where Possible 

• Get the Watershed Story Out to our Natural 
Resource Partners-A Positive Benefits to Cost 
Ratio Really Means Something

• Relay Success Stories to the Media
• Request Assistance from our State and Federal 

Legislative Representatives



The Present Workload for 
Potential Operation and 

Maintenance and/or 
Rehabilitation




Rehabilitation of Aging Watershed Dams

	



Natural Resources Conservation Service





*













Division of Water Resources

Most Recent Inventories Lists 825 
Federally Funded Dams and 501 
State and Locally Funded Dams 



Kansas Watersheds -
85 Districts 



Kansas Pl 566 Construction

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

54 57 60 63 66 69 72 75 78 81 84 87 90 93 96 99 02

Year Constructed

N
u

m
b

er
 P

er
 Y

ea
r

Kansas Pl 566 Construction

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

54 57 60 63 66 69 72 75 78 81 84 87 90 93 96 99 02

Year Constructed

N
u

m
b

er
 P

er
 Y

ea
r

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/


Federal Dams Constructed in 38 
Different Counties



Federal Dams in Counties AT-EK
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State Funded Dams Through 
SCC Program Constructed in 43 

Counties
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In Summary

• SAKW Remains a Partner for All Watersheds in 
Kansas

• Re-activated Partnership between KACD and 
County Conservation Districts with SAKW and 
Watershed Districts will be Emphasized

• Assistance to Watershed Districts in Kansas Will 
be Priority #1

• SAKW Will Strive for Environmental Harmony
• Operation and Maintenance/Rehabilitation is a 

Huge Workload for the Future



Any Questions?
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