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FY 2017 -
- SAKW/NWC success story – 5 years in the making

 - $150 million appropriated in omnibus bill 

 NRCS Requested Proposals from all Watershed Districts with PL-566 dams still planned and 
from any watershed district proposing a PL-566 work plan

◦ 11 proposals were received from 5 watershed districts

 Upper Black Vermillion

 Delaware 10

 Wolf River

 Doyle Creek

 Middle Creek

◦ One proposal received from Pawnee Watershed was to complete their remaining dams 
through a PL-566 Work Plan

◦ 9  proposals (dams) were approved for work plan updates and 2 design updates

 UBV, Del 10, and Wolf



FY 2018

- $150 million appropriated in omnibus bill 

- Proposals approved for Doyle Creek, Middle Creek, 
Delaware 10, and Upper Black Vermillion watershed districts 
for feasibility study and work plan updates. 

FY 2019 

- $150 million funding is included in 
proposed USDA budget.

- New proposals have until July 15 for 
submittal.

2018 Farm Bill 

- Authorizes $50 million mandatory funding 
through FY 2028.



 FY 2020 Budget

◦ - $550,000 approved for Dam Construction or Rehabilitation

◦ - Highest program level was $1.5 million just 10 years ago

◦ - 500+ Dams on the ground

Program Challenges 

- Lack of applications for dam construction and/or 

rehabilitation

- Being able to report program benefits 

- Watershed Districts need for Section 404 permits

- Legislative support for future funding depends on

application levels at or above current funding levels 





 Federal and State 
Program Support

 Rehabilitation of 
Existing Dams

 Environmental 
Compliance

 Reclassification of 
Dams

 Reporting minor 
practice 
accomplishments

 Watershed District 
Board Make-Up for 
the Future

 Feasibility of 
Forming New 
Districts

 Future SAKW 
Support



 Chartered in 1951

 Organized to Represent all Watershed 
Districts in Kansas

 Non-Profit Organization Supported by Its 
Members and Partnering Agencies

 Hired Executive Director – October, 2002



 Herbert (Herb) R. Graves Jr.

 2830 Rain Road

 Chapman, KS 67431

 sakwwatersheds@sbcglobal.net

 www.sakw.org
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