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T  FY2025 F  P  :        

21 Professional Staff 

2 Administra ve Staff 

Total FTEs: 23 
 

A  B  M :  13 

S  A  
74-2613 Kansas Water Office established 
74-2608 Water Policy Development, Water Planning,  
     and Agency Coordina on 
74-2622 Kansas Water Authority established 
82a-220 Grant of streambank easement for navigable waters 
82a-733 Water conserva on plans 
82a-901 et seq. State Water Resources Planning Act 
82a-956 Water Technical Assistance Fund 
82a-957 Water Projects Grant Fund 
82a-1101 et seq. Coordina on of streambank projects 
82a-1301 et seq. State Water Plan Storage Act 
82a-1330 et seq. Water Assurance Program Act 
82a-1401 et seq. Weather Modifica on Act 
82a-1501a Water Transfer Act 
82a-1604 et seq. Mul purpose Small Lakes Act 
8sa-1801 et seq. Water Li ga on Act and fund 
82a-2101 Clean Drinking Water Fee 
82a-2301 et seq. Lower Smoky Hill Supply Access Program 
82a-2401 et seq. Reservoir Improvement District Act 
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AGENCY PURPOSE: 
 Development of comprehensive State Water Plan. 
 Coordinate the water resource opera ons of agencies at all 

levels of government. 
 Ensure adequate quan es of good quality water to meet 

future needs. 
 Efficiently operate state owned storage in federal reservoirs. 

 

AGENCY PRIORITIES: 
 Sustain the states reservoir system to meet current and 

future demands under the Reservoir Sustainability Ini a ve. 
 Conserve and extend the life of the Ogallala Aquifer. 
 Implement strategies for the protec on and restora on of 

watersheds, with an emphasis on sediment and nutrient 
reduc on. 

 Develop regional water supply strategies where appropriate 
throughout Kansas. 

 

A  P  
The Kansas Water Office (KWO) is the water planning, policy, 
and coordina on agency for the State of Kansas, and is made up 
of two primary programs as listed below.  The agency’s budget 
is comprised of primarily three sources of funding:  the State 
General Fund (SGF), user fees from the agency’s Public Water 
Supply Program, and the State Water Plan Fund.   

AGENCY OVERVIEW 

Water Planning and Implementa on                        pg. 2 

 Kansas Water Authority     (KWA)                                                                              pg. 4 
 Regional Advisory Commi ees (RACs)                                            pg. 5 
 State Water Plan Fund   (SWPF)                                                                                  pg.  6 

 

Public Water Supply Program                                                                        pg. 30 

 Future Use Storage                                                                                                                                 pg. 31 
 Water Marke ng Fund                                                                                                                  pg. 32 
 Water Assurance Fund                                                                                                                  pg. 32 
 Access District Fund                                                                                                                              pg. 32 

Program  
FY2023  

Actuals 

FY2024  

Budget 

FY2025 

 Budget  

Water Planning & Implementa on $7,326,795 *$32,229,734 *$29,379,453 

Public Water Supply Program $2,872,731 $6,799,284 $9,669,005 

Total Expenditures $10,199,526 $39,029,018 $39,048,458 

B   

*  FY2024 and FY2025 budgets, in accordance with the HB2302 Statute and reflec ng the Governor's Budget Recommenda on, 
    allocate $18M for HB2302 (including transfers to other agencies) and $17M for two new grants (Water Technical Assistance 
    Grant and the Water Projects Grant).  



 

 

Kansas Water Authority Statutory Authority 
74-2622 Kansas Water Authority established 
82a-901 et seq. State Water Resources Planning Act 
82a-1301 et seq. State Water Plan Storage Act 
82a-1330 et seq. Water Assurance Program Act 
82a-1401 et seq. Weather Modifica on Act 
82a-2301 et seq. Lower Smoky Hill Supply Access Program 
 

Kansas Water Office Statutory Authority 
74-2613 Kansas Water Office established 
74-2608 Water Policy Development, Water Planning, and   
                 Agency Coordina on 
82a-220 Grant of streambank easement for navigable waters 
82a-733 Water conserva on plans 
82a-901 et seq. State Water Resources Planning Act 
82a-956 Water Technical Assistance Fund 
82a-957 Water Projects Grant Fund 
82a-1101 et seq. Coordina on of streambank projects 
82a-1401 et seq. Weather Modifica on Act 
82a-1501a Water Transfer Act 
8sa-1801 et seq. Water Li ga on Act and fund 
82a-2101 Clean Drinking Water Fee 

K  W  A  P  
 Provide a comprehensive State Water Plan to address current 

and future water resource needs. 
Advocate for appropriate water resources funding in Kansas. 
 Be an ac ve par cipant in water resources policy forma on and 

recommenda on that result in legisla on. 
 

W  P   I  P  
Development of comprehensive State Water Plan to address 

current and future water resource needs. 
 Coordinate the water resource opera ons of agencies at all levels 

of government. 
 Ensure adequate quan es of good quality water to meet future 

needs . 

T  P : 

 13 Appointed Board Members 

 12 Professional Staff, 1 Administra ve Staff 

FY2023 A  R   E   F   

P  E   

Revenue by Fund FY2023 Revenue or Appropria on Expended Carryover 

State General Fund *$4,056,186 *$4,055,965 $221 

State Water Plan Fund $6,116,219 $2,687,436 $3,428,783 

General Fee Fund $289,488 $138,730 $150,758 

Indirect Cost Fund $1,605 $0 $1,605 

Local Water Project Match $178,426 $118,200 $60,226 

Republican River Water Conserva on Project-CO $1,278,744 $0 $1,278,744 

Republican River Water Conserva on Project-NE $994,303 $0 $994,303 

FEMA HHPD Grant $191,663 $95,835 $95,828 

EPA Wetland Grants $180,629 $180,629 $0 

Total Funds $13,340,227 $7,326,795 6,013,432 

SPARK $50,000 $50,000 $0 

KDEM Emer MGMT Grant $2,964 $0 $2,964 

Major Expenditures 
FY2023 

Actuals 

FY2024 

Budget  

FY2025 

Budget  

Salaries and Wages $846,377 $1,087,060 $1,306,252 

Contractual Services $2,645,701 $9,426,808 $7,420,456 

Commodi es $110,444 $131,925 $131,925 

Capital Outlay $5,128 $21,700 $30,930 

Other Assistance $730,895 *$21,562,241 *$20,489,890 

Debt Service—Principal $2,988,250 $0 $0 

Total Expenditures $7,326,795 $32,229,734 $29,379,453 
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W  P   I  

*  FY2024 and FY2025 budgets, in accordance with the HB2302 Statute and reflec ng the Governor's Budget Recommenda on, 
    allocate $18M for HB2302 (including transfers to other agencies) and $17M for two new grants (Water Technical Assistance 
    Grant and the Water Projects Grant).  

* $2,988,726 appearing in both the Revenue and Expended columns represents funds from the remaining FY2022 $80M appropria on. 
   These funds were expended in FY2023 to the U.S Army Corps of Engineers for the prepayment of a por on of the future use debt 
   related to the reservoir storage contract at Perry Lake.  



 

 

P  B  B  

Performance Measures 
Actual  
FY2022 

Actual 
FY2023 

Current 
FY2024 

Budget 
FY2025 

*Percent of Kansas Water Plan Ac on items underway or completed   30% 40% 

Internal Agency Tracking     

Regional water resource data/reports 14 14 14 14 

Research and technical studies underway or completed 16 16 16 16 

Number of people engaged in public mee ngs and conferences 1,725 8,500 10,000 11,000 

Number of digital interac ons 306,000 525,000 575,000 575,000 

W  P   I  

* The Kansas Water Plan was updated in August 2022, replacing the 50-Year Vision.  This is a new measure implemented for FY2024. 

FY2025 - G ’  B  R  

Salaries:  $209,016 
Public Water Supply Technical Assistance Coordinator 

A posi on providing addi onal technical exper se in data compila on and analysis, water supply model development 
and interpreta on, and other du es suppor ng water supply analysis for priority sources of supply at the state level. 

Statewide Educa on Coordinator 
A posi on to lead KWO efforts to increase overall awareness of Kansas water resources through the implementa on 
of Kansas Water Plan Educa on, Communica ons, and Public Outreach-related ac on items and priori es. 

Capital Outlay:  $9,230 
Addi onal funding for computers, monitors, equipment, etc for the requested two new full- me employees. 

HB 2302 Grant Programs 

Senate Sub. for HB 2302 established two new grant programs within the Kansas Water 

Office. The Technical Assistance Grant designates $5 million for planning, engineering, 

or other technical assistance necessary to develop plans for water infrastructure 

projects. The Water Projects Grant designates $12 million for construc on, 

maintenance, or replacement of water-related infrastructure. The Water Projects 

Grant may also be used for matching moneys for grant applica ons or towards 

outstanding loan balances for specified KDHE loans. The total amount received in 

applica ons far exceeds the amount of funding available. 
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The KWA is comprised of 24 members (13 vo ng and 11 ex-officio members) that are informed of water related issues 
represen ng water users, water interests, environmental interests, and the general public. The KWA conducts mee ngs 
throughout Kansas 4-5 mes a year to allow legislators, stakeholders and the general public to par cipate in mee ngs. 
Mee ng around the state also gives Authority members the opportunity to learn first-hand about the unique water 
resource issues that exist in Kansas. 
 
The KWA is responsible for advising the Governor, the Legislature, and the Director of the KWO on water policy issues, 
approves the Kansas Water Plan and revisions, the annual report, federal and state contracts, public water supply 
contracts, and public water supply rates.  Addi onally, the KWA produces and approves administra ve, statutory and 
SWPF recommenda ons to be proposed by the KWO.   
 
A map detailing the membership of the KWA, and whom they represent, is included below.    
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The KWA was established in 1981 within and as part of the Kansas Water 

Office. The KWA provides the leadership to ensure that water policies and 
programs address the needs of all Kansans.  

KANSAS WATER AUTHORITY 



 

 

R  A  C  O  

14 Regional Planning Areas were established in December 2014 by the KWA.  At that me, the previously exis ng 12 water 
resource planning basins transi oned to the current 14 regional planning areas.  Since the forma on of the 14 Regional 
Advisory Commi ees (RAC) at the August 2015 mee ng of the KWA, the KWO has worked with all RACs across Kansas to 
develop ac on plans for regional groundwater and surface water-related issues and more recently to provide guidance and 
coordinate efforts towards the implementa on of these ac on plans.   
 
The purpose of the RACs through coordina on provided by KWO water resource planners, includes advising the KWO and the 
KWA on topics such as the iden fica on of water-related problems, issues and concerns within their regions as well as 
region-specific informa on within the Kansas Water Plan. The RACs also serve as a link between the KWO and KWA and 
regional ci zens through various groups and individuals and communicate informa on on concerns and issues to ci zens in 
the region. 

KWO - R  A  C  H  

 KWO con nues to work with RACs to iden fy means to move Kansas Water Plan (KWP) implementa on forward 
through ac vi es such as enhancing inter-agency collabora on on regional water resource-related issues, conduc ng 
workshops to evaluate regional water supplies condi ons and conserva on ac vi es, and leveraging state resources to 
secure federal and private funding for project implementa on ac vi es.    

 The KWO, in coordina on with local, state, federal, and interstate partners, has developed the 5-year update of the 
KWP.  This update was discussed and approved by the KWA at their August 2022 mee ngs. 

 The updated KWP includes incorpora on of the ‘Long Term Vision for the Future of Water Supply in Kansas’, as well as 
an appendix of the goals and ac on plans submi ed by the 14 RACs. 
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The KWO and the KWA seek advice from the general public and from 
commi ees consis ng of individuals with knowledge of and interest in 
water issues in the water planning areas as determined by the KWO for the 
development of sec ons of the comprehensive state water plan (K.S.A.82a-903). 

REGIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEES 



 

 

The fee structure that supports the SWPF has remained virtually 
unchanged since the fund has been in place.  Sand Royalty 

Receipts were added to the funding stream in FY 1996 and the 
Clean Drinking Water Fee began in FY2008.   

 

Source Rate 

Municipal Water Use 3 cents/1000 gal 

Clean Drinking Water Fee 3 cents/1000 gal 

Industrial Water Use 3 cents/1000 gal 

Stock water Use 3 cents/1000 gal 

Pes cide Registra on $100/ Registra on 

Fer lizer Inspec ons $1.40/ton 

Pollu on Fines and Penal es Est. $150,000 

Sand Royalty Receipts $0.15 / ton 

EDIF Transfer - Statutory $   2,000,000 

State General Fund Transfer $   6,000,000 

The graphic below shows that there was some growth in 
revenue in the early 1990’s and again in the middle por on 
of the 2000’s.  The gains were primarily due to increase in 
water usage and the addi on of the two aforemen oned 
fees.  These were offset by subsequent declines in revenue. 
The declines were during mes of overall fiscal stress on the 
state and elimina on of a por on or all of the SGF transfer 
and elimina on of the transfer of EDIF monies to the SWPF.  
These cuts con nued into FY2016, FY2017, but the transfers 
now have been restored.   
 
The table below represents actuals in the SWPF total revenue 
in fiscal years of 1991-2023. 
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In 1989, an important step in current water planning was taken with the crea on 
of the State Water Plan Fund (SWPF) (K.S.A. 82a-951).  The Fund is used for 
establishing and implemen ng water related programs or projects iden fied in 
the Kansas Water Plan. Revenue for the SWPF is received from fees assessed to 
municipal, industrial and agricultural water-related users and includes a demand 
transfer from the SGF and EDIF as shown in the table.  

S  W  P  F  



 

 

The Historical SGF and EDIF transfers are represented on the 
following table.  As shown, FY2008 is the most recent year 
that the full $8,000,000 statutory demand transfer from 
these two funds were made. 
 
During the 2023 Legisla ve session, the Legislature approved 
a $6 million SGF transfer and a $2 million statutory EDIF 
demand transfer into the SWPF for FY2024 to con nue to 
implement priority water resource projects.  The 2023 
Legislature also approved an addi onal SGF transfer of $18 
million as established in Sen. Sub for HB 2302 and $17 million 
for two new grants (Water Technical Assistance Grant and 
the Water Projects Grant).  
 
The KWA reviewed the agency and RAC requests regarding 
recommended projects for all SWPF expenditures, including 
those supported by SGF/EDIF transfers in FY2025 and 
con nues to support maintaining the full $8 million SGF/EDIF 
demand transfers to the SWPF. The Governor’s FY2025 
budget recommends maintaining the SGF/EDIF demand 
transfers totaling $8 million.  The Governor also 
recommended the con nua on of the addi onal $18 million 
SGF transfer and the $17 million transfer for the two new 
grants in FY2025.  
 
The Historical SWPF Expenditures are represented in the 
graph below for FY1991 through FY2023. 
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S  W  P  F  



 

 

 

FY2025 SWPF - G ’  B  R  

 $1,180,841 for Assessment and Evalua on. 

 $75,000 for Conserva on Assistance for Water Users. 

 $100,000 for Reservoir and Water Quality Research. 

 $580,714 for Water Quality Partnerships. 

 $150,000 for KS Water Plan Educa on & Outreach Strategy. 

 $1,150,000 for High Plains Aquifer Partnerships. 

 $500,000 for Kansas Reservoir Protec on Ini a ve (KRPI). 

 $25,000 for Equus Beds Chloride Plume Remedia on Project. 

 $150,000 for Arbuckle Study. 

 $850,000 for HB2302. 

 

 

KWO SWPF P /P  I  
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K  W  O  - S  W  P  F  



 

 

P  O  
The Assessment and Evalua on funding line is used to contract for a variety of data collec on and studies. The overall objec ve of 
the program is to provide the state water planning process with the background informa on necessary to make decisions and 
improve implementa on.  

 

P  A  
The Assessment and Evalua on funding line started in 1998 and has received some level of funding consistently since 2001. During 
the 1990’s, and par ally into the early 2000’s, many individual studies were iden fied by appropria on within the SWPF. Nearly all 
Kansas Water Office study funds had been rolled into the A&E funding line by FY 2006. By combining these funding ac vi es, the 
agency can be more responsive to study needs and changing priori es.  The following table shows the list of studies completed, 
underway, or planned from FY 2022 through FY 2025. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P  A  
Each of the studies completed has a different set of objec ves.  Some examples of accomplishments have been: 

 Studies completed under the Assessment and Evalua on program have improved water management in our reservoirs 
through OASIS surface water modeling. 

 Our understanding of the Ogallala Aquifer and the amount of water remaining has been improved through groundwater 
modeling and the High Plains Index Well efforts. 

 Funding has provided cost-share as state match for federal studies of significance with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
 

P  B  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Addi onal Funding Resources 
Some of the projects are cost-shared or matched to federal funds, enhancing the state’s ability to leverage federal funding. 

K  W  O  - S  W  P  F  
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A   E  

                                                                       FY2024 A . B : $1,571,153  
                                                                FY2025 G ’  B  R : $2,231,255 

Project Contractor / Cooperator 
High Plains Index Wells Kansas Geological Survey 

High Plains Aquifer Model 
Maintenance & Development 

Kansas Geological Survey 

Missouri Region GW Inventory Kansas Geological Survey 

GMD Model Updates/Enhancements Kansas Geological Survey 

Produced Water Pilot Test Project Bureau of Reclama on 

Kansas River Basin WS Study U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

WID PAS Study U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Hillsdale/Southern Jo Co. Wastewater PAS Study U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Verdigris River/Coffeyville PAS Study U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Lower MO River Basin Flood Study U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Republican River Water Quality Monitoring U.S. Geological Survey 

Suspended Sediment Monitoring U.S. Geological Survey 

USGS HAB Study U.S. Geological Survey 

Kansas River Water Quality Monitoring U.S. Geological Survey 

  
Expenditures 

  
FY2025 

Appropria on 

FY2025 
HB2302 
Transfer 

  
FY2025 Governor 

Recommenda ons 

Contractual $1,050,414 $1,180,841 $2,231,255 
Total Expenditures $1,050,414 $1,180,841 $2,231,255 



 

 

 

 

P  O   
All of the contracts for state owned storage in the Army Corps of Engineers reservoirs used for water supply require the 
payment of a propor onal amount of the opera on and maintenance costs associated with the storage that is in service.  
Under the provisions of a 1985 memorandum of understanding (MOU) between the state and the Army Corps of Engineers, 
storage that had been reallocated from water quality to water supply could be purchased at the original cost of construc on 
and original interest rates, a significant savings.  Under the MOU provisions, the state was required to make a lump sum 
payment for the principal and interest.  The 1993 legislature directed the KWA to aggressively acquire all storage made 
available under the MOU. The purchased storage was also called into service, which requires a con nuing opera on and 
maintenance obliga on on that storage.  Some of the storage in the following reservoirs is not in use by either the Water 
Marke ng or Water Assurance programs:  Council Grove, Elk City, Marion, Melvern, Pomona, and Tu le Creek.  Addi onally, 
some storage in Milford and Toronto is not in use by revenue genera ng programs and must be included as an obliga on of 
the State Water Plan Fund.  The State Water Plan Fund is also used to pay a por on of the opera on and maintenance costs 
of water storage space in Cedar Bluff Reservoir, which is used for recrea onal purposes as well as ar ficial recharge of the 
Smoky Hill alluvium downstream from the reservoir.   
 

P  A  
The KWO con nues to u lize MOU Storage Opera ons & Maintenance funds within the State Water Plan Fund to pay the 
annual opera on and maintenance costs of water storage space in the following reservoirs in accordance with the associated 
water storage purchase agreements between the state of Kansas and the Army Corps of Engineers.  The funding request is 
based on the an cipated costs communicated to the KWO by the Army Corps of Engineers for the noted fiscal year.  Invoices 
are submi ed to the KWO annually for payment.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

P  A  
Payment to the Army Corps of Engineers for the state’s contractual opera on and maintenance obliga on ensures water 
storage space is available to meet future growth. 

P  B  

 
 

 
 
 

N  A  F   
 

C   N  F   
The state would be unable to meet its contractual obliga ons to the Army Corps of Engineers for payment of opera on and 
maintenance costs associated with state-owned water storage within the associated reservoirs. 

K  W  O  - S  W  P  F  

MOU-S  O   M  

FY2024 A . B : $763,315 
FY2025 G ’  B  R : $719,824 
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Expenditures FY2025 
Appropria on 

FY2025 Governor 
Recommenda ons 

Contractual $719,824 $719,824 

Total Expenditures $719,824 $719,824 

O&M by Reservoir FY2024 FY2025 
Council Grove $135,126 $85,377 
Elk City $120,434 $84,024 
Marion $123,526 $107,536 
Melvern $134,945 $130,247 
Milford $45,710 $47,844 
Pomona $151,654 $241,360 
Toronto $1,167 $1,189 
Tu le Creek $18,599 $17,247 
Cedar Bluff $5,000 $5,000 
Total O&M $736,160 $719,824 



 

 

K  W  O  - S  W  P  F  

P  O  
Support the con nuous monitoring of stream flows on key streams and rivers in Kansas. The informa on serves mul ple  
purposes, public and private en es, and the general public.   
 
The Kansas Water Office contracts with the U.S. Geological 
Survey (USGS) to operate a network of stream gages in 
Kansas that have been collec ng data for more than 100 
years.  These streamflow sta ons, in combina on with 
reservoir level sta ons supported by other USGS funding 
partners, con nue to provide real me data for streamflow 
and lake condi ons. These data are used in making 
opera onal decisions regarding water rights; minimum 
desirable stream flows; flood monitoring; reservoir 
management; and water quality monitoring and analysis. In 
addi on, this informa on is used to help operate the Water 
Marke ng and Water Assurance Programs. 
 

P  A  
Contracted with USGS in FY2024 to operate 63 con nuous record sta ons (including 60 surface water and 3 ground water 
sta ons) at loca ons across the state and provide access to USGS data via the Internet through the USGS Na onal Water  
Informa on System (NWIS).   
 

R  S  
Stream gages provide near real- me informa on about stream and river condi ons across the state of Kansas. This 
informa on is used on a daily basis by numerous local, state and federal agencies and research en es to plan, protect and  
conserve water resources.   
 

P  B  
 
 
 
 
 

 
A  F  R  
The Kansas Water Office, in partnership with USGS, contributes money to the cost of opera ons of the stream gages. Other 
federal, state, and local agencies contribute coopera ve funding, as do some private en es.  There are a number of gages 
that are fully supported by the USGS and coopera vely by other en es.  
 

C   N    
Opera on of the stream gaging sites included in the contract between the state and USGS would cease, and the vital flow  
data collected at these sites would be unavailable. 

S  G  P  

FY2024 A . B : $458,258 

FY2025 G ’  B  R : $448,708 
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Expenditures FY2025 
Appropria on 

FY2025 Governor 
Recommenda ons 

Contractual $448,708 $448,708 

Total Expenditures $448,708 $448,708 



 

 

K  W  O  - S  W  P  F  

P  O  
 Provide funding for the Technical Assistance to Water Users program, which provides on-site technical assistance 

to municipali es (ci es and rural water districts).  The intent of the program is to improve the opera ons and 
maintenance of public water supply systems (PWS), as well as water conserva on planning and emergency 
response, through on-site assistance. 

 Provide funding support for development of a municipal water conserva on incen ve pilot program. 
 

Per K.S.A 82a-2101, not less than 15% of the Clean Drinking Water Fee shall be used for technical assistance to water users 
to aid such systems in conforming to responsible management prac ces and complying with regula ons of the United States 
Environmental Protec on Agency (EPA) and rules and regula ons of the Kansas Department of Health and Environment 
(KDHE).   
 

P  A  
The Kansas Water Office (KWO) is charged by statute to provide technical assistance for water users required to adopt and 
implement conserva on plans and prac ces (K.S.A. 82a-733 et seq.). On-site technical assistance is provided by contract 
with the Kansas Rural Water Associa on (KRWA). Assistance is available to PWS personnel on opera ons, maintenance, 
finance, management, regulatory requirements, water quality and public health concerns and/or other cri cal issues. 
Assistance is priori zed based on severity of the problem and as me and resources permit. All technical assistance 
ac vi es are logged and reimbursed on a me and expenses basis.  FY2025 proposed transfers would provide funding 
support for development of a municipal water conserva on incen ve pilot program.   
 

P  A  
In FY 2023, the KRWA provided assistance to 177 Ci es and 93 Rural systems, public wholesale systems or other water 
systems.  The Associa on conducted 148 water loss surveys, loca ng over 338 million gallons of water loss on an annual 
basis. 
 

P  B  
 
 
 
 
 
 

N  A  F  S   
 

C   N    
The state will be unable to provide much needed local technical assistance to public water suppliers throughout the state 
affec ng their ability to provide safe drinking water to the residents of Kansas.  Efforts to advance state support of 
municipal water conserva on would also be limited.  

C  A   W  U  

FY2024 A . B : $489,940 

FY2025 G ’  B  R :  $500,000 
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Expenditures 

 

FY2025 
Appropria on 

FY2025 HB2302 
Transfer 

FY2025 Governor 
Recommenda ons 

Contractual  $425,000  $75,000 $500,000 

Total Expenditures $425,000 $75,000 $500,000 



 

 

 

 

 

P  O  
Con nued coordina on, support, and implementa on of reservoir and water quality related data collec on and analysis.  
Project iden fica on and selec on is done in collabora on with the Research Coordina on Workgroup, which includes  
representa ves from K-State Research and Extension, Kansas Geological Survey (KGS), Kansas Biological Survey (KBS), the 
University of Kansas, U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), Kansas Department of Agriculture, Kansas Department of Health and 
Environment and the Kansas Water Office (KWO).   
 

P  A  
 Comple on of reservoir bathymetry surveys on a rota ng basis to determine storage volume changes due to 

sedimenta on.  This informa on is necessary for opera on of the KWO’s PWS Programs.  
 Collec on and analysis of sediment cores taken from Kansas reservoirs on a rota ng basis.  The cores serve as a 

measure of infill thickness and a layered meline of sedimenta on and harmful algal bloom (HAB) events. 
 Mul -year study evalua ng current and proposed streambank stabiliza on (SBS) projects to help determine SBS 

effec veness at reducing erosion and associated sedimenta on, and help to inform adap ve management 
strategies for enhancing project efficiency.  

 Development of a stand-alone tool that KDEM and other agencies could use to model flood inunda on scenarios on
-the-fly to enhance the state’s ability to address future flooding events.   

 Analysis of exis ng groundwater quality data, par cularly nitrate and chloride, from Groundwater Management District 
No. 2 (GMD2) and the KGS WWC5 database to evaluate local and regional pa erns in groundwater quality data and 
iden fy dominant drivers of pa erns at the regional (GMD) scale. 

 

P  A  
  The KGS completed the ini al development of the Kansas River Index Well Network in 2022, which now includes 16 

wells with con nuous measurements posted on the KGS website. An alterna ve funding source was iden fied to 
support the con nued opera on and maintenance of the network and development of a Kansas River alluvial 
groundwater model by the KGS. 

 The KWO completed bathymetric surveys of Hillsdale, Bone Creek, John Redmond, Critzer, Fort Sco  Lake, Mill 
Creek, Alma City, Xenia, and Cedar Valley in FY2023. The KWO is also surveying some of the smaller municipal public 
water supply reservoirs and state-owned mul purpose small lakes as water levels allow. 

 The KBS completed historical HAB and water quality analyses of sediment cores collected in 2021 from Tu le Creek 
Lake and Waconda Lake and collected cores from Wilson Lake and Kirwin Reservoir in 2022. 

 The KGS has con nued to collaborate with KBS, KWO, USGS and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to collect data 
and baseline survey informa on at current and proposed streambank stabiliza on project sites, as well as work on 
streambank erosion models and a sediment tracing study. 

 The KBS completed beta versions of the flood inunda on mapping dashboard and the Rapid Image Viewer web tool. 
The flood mapping tool is being improved with updated datasets and the addi on of scenario modeling. 

 The KGS completed a groundwater quality study on nitrate dynamics at the Flickner Innova on Farm in November 
2022 and expanded the study in 2023, in coopera on with GMD2, to examine groundwater quality pa erns, trends, 
and drivers in GMD2. 

 Several FY2023 Reservoir and Water Quality Research funded projects were used as non-federal match, totaling 
$267,000, in the Kansas Water Sustainment Evalua on Planning Assistance to States (PAS) project with the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers. 
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R   W  Q  R  

 FY2024 A . B : $717,185 

 FY2025 G ’  B  R :  $550,000 



 

 

 

 

P  A   
 Evaluate current research focus areas based on research needs iden fied in the Kansas Water Plan. 

 Con nue to support exis ng research efforts that are iden fied as priori es in the Kansas Water Plan. 

 Create opportuni es for new research projects that address needs iden fied in the Kansas Water Plan. 

 

P  B  

 

 

 

C   N  F  

Insufficient understanding of complex water resource issues in Kansas, likely resul ng in less effec ve management of water 
resources and fewer innova ve solu ons to address problems facing the state. 

R   W  Q  R  ( .) 
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Expenditures 

FY2025 
Appropria on 

FY2025 HB2302 
Transfer 

FY2025 Governor 
Recommenda ons 

Contractual  $450,000  $100,000  $550,000 

Total Expenditures $450,000 $100,000 $550,000 



 

 

 

 

P  O  
 Provide increased funding for leveraging partnership opportuni es which support overall efforts to improve our 

state’s water quality. 
 Enhance watershed conserva on prac ce implementa on benefi ng surface and groundwater quality. 
 Development of new partnerships and enhancement of exis ng partnership to facilitate enhanced watershed 

conserva on prac ce implementa on with a goal of improving Kansas water quality. 
 

P  A  
 Leverage partner resources with other state, federal, local and private technical/financial resources to enhance 

watershed conserva on prac ce implementa on within priority areas of Kansas experiencing surface and/or 
groundwater quality issues. 

 Collaborate with partners to hold stakeholder-focused mee ngs within priority areas to increase awareness on 
resources available to assist with conserva on prac ce implementa on. 

 Collaborate with partners to iden fy addi onal leveraging opportuni es for which State Water Plan Fund resources 
could be u lized to advance Kansas Water Plan implementa on efforts focusing on water quality. This could include, 
but not limited to, the Milford Lake Watershed, the Arkansas River Basin in southwest Kansas and other areas of the 
state with priority water quality issues. 

 

P  A  
In 2018, KWO first received an award from the Natural Resource Conserva on Service (NRCS) to coordinate project  
ac vi es in associa on with the Milford Lake Watershed Regional Conserva on Partnership Program (RCPP). KWO recently 
received no ce from NRCS that this project work has been selected for renewal through 2027.  Throughout the dura on of 
the project term, nearly $4.5 million in federal technical financial assistance was obligated towards the project, along with 
over $3 million in addi onal cash and in-kind partner resources.  These types of leveraging opportuni es will be supported 
beyond the Milford Lake Watershed within this Water Quality Partnerships project line. 
 

P  B  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FY 2024 funding will be available to support establishment of new water quality partnership opportuni es to address water 
quality issues of regional and statewide significance as well as KWO RCPP partner obliga ons in associa on with the Milford 
Lake Watershed RCPP project.  
 

Addi onal Funding Resources 
Further financial support for partnership efforts could include, but is not exclusively limited to, the federal government, 
other state agencies, groundwater management districts, local municipali es/u li es, agricultural advocacy/commodity 
groups and non-profit organiza ons. 
 

Consequences of not funding  
 Decreased opportunity to leverage SWPF financial resources with other partner resources to support conserva on 

prac ce implementa on and other ac vi es in priority areas of Kansas to improve water quality. 
 Decreased opportunity to provide financial assistance to producers within Kansas to voluntarily adopt 

conserva on prac ces which benefit on-farm profitability while also benefi ng state water resources. 
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W  Q  P  

FY2024 A . B : $1,447,511 

FY2025 G ’  B  R :  $1,464,890 

Expenditures       FY2025 
Appropria on 

FY2025 HB2302 
      Transfer 

FY2025 Governor 
Recommenda ons 

Other Assistance $884,176 $580,714 $1,464,890 

Total Expenditures $884,176 $580,714 $1,464,890 



 

 

 

 

Program Objec ves 
To implement an educa on plan that builds upon exis ng efforts and leads to the development of new statewide programs 
that focus on water resources.  Water resource educa on should begin at the kindergarten level, and develop into  
secondary educa on, prepare students at the university level to go into the workforce in a water related field, and con nue 
to provide informa on to the general public and key stakeholders in our state. The ul mate goal is to raise awareness of 
water issues within the state and increase the knowledge of those working within water-related careers.  
 

Program Ac vi es 
The ac vi es proposed within this sec on are iden fied in the “Increase Awareness of Kansas Water Resources” Guiding 
Principle of the Kansas Water Plan. This Guiding Principle, and the included ac on items, were created and approved 
through public input involving any and all state and federal en es, Regional Advisory Commi ee members and any other 
Kansans who found value in par cipa ng in dra ing this Guiding Principle, as well as members of varying educa on sectors.  
 

 Hold a statewide Summit on Water Educa on for educators and educa onal organiza ons to share best prac ces, 
resources, curriculum and services.  

 Develop a grant program for new and exis ng water educa on organiza ons to provide professional development, 
curriculum and resources that build on statewide messaging efforts.  

 Begin evalua on of higher educa on ins tu ons’ current academic offerings and iden fy water-related courses and 
curriculum and partner in water programs within universi es.   

 Coordinate regional/topical workshops to facilitate development of partnerships between higher educa on and 
business and industry. Partnerships will analyze exis ng academic degree programs leading to water-related careers. 

 Develop a grant-sponsored internship/mentorship program in water-related careers, sponsored across water 
agencies.   
 Employ university or high school student interns at various statewide loca ons in water-related careers from 

policy to technical work. 
 Conduct week long mentorship programs for high school students at various state-wide loca ons in 

water-related careers from policy to technical work.    
 Coordinate and cost share with Kansas Groundwater Management Districts for implementa on of a cer fied 

irrigator program to increase producer understanding of water-saving techniques. 
 

Program Accomplishments 
 The marke ng firm Walz Tetrick ini ated the Statewide Marke ng Campaign, crea ng the campaign and marke ng 

slogan “Kansas Runs on Water (KSROW)” and completed phased development of a statewide website.  
 In 2023, the Kansas Water Office met with the firm to receive an update on poten al campaign informa on that 

may be disseminated upon official campaign launch. 
 Communica on con nues with state agency partners and other conserva on educa on non-governmental 

organiza ons to pursue statewide Kansas water educa on programs and ways to accomplish Kansas Water Plan 
educa on goals.   

 From July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023, Kansas water educa on lessons and ac vi es were provided by the Kansas 
Water Office at conserva on educa on workshops, field days, water fes vals, radio programs, conserva on agency/
organiza on conferences, and other events reaching a minimum of 45,471 adults and 3,142 youth. 

 In May 2023, a request for proposals for technical assistance to the Kansas Water Office was prepared. In June 2023, 
a technical service contractor was chosen to aid in accomplishing the following Kansas water educa on goals 
throughout the State of Kansas: 
 Requests for Assistance: Contractor shall provide technical assistance to 
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KS W  P  E   O  S  

FY2024 A . B : $717,018 

FY2025 G ’  B  R :  $400,000 



 

 

 

 a.  


 
b.  



 
 Contractor shall assist the Kansas Water Office in coordina ng mee ngs with the Kansas Department 

of Educa on to research adop on of Kansas-specific water resources into statewide curriculum. 
c.  



 


 


 
 
The Kansas Water Office will begin planning mee ngs with the Contractor beginning in August 2023. 
 

 In July 2023, during Regional Advisory Commi ee budget input mee ngs, numerous commi ees provided verbal 
and official support for a statewide Kansas water educa on campaign. The Kansas Regional Advisory Commi ee 
provided an official message reques ng the considera on of a statewide dedicated Kansas water educa on 
specialist posi on to be housed within the Kansas Water Office. They also indicated support and encouragement 
for full development and maintenance of the Kansas Runs on Water campaign and website. That message was 
sent on to the Kansas Water Authority’s Budget Commi ee and to the Kansas Water Authority. 

P  B  

A  F  R  
 Partnering State Agencies: KDA, KDHE, KDWP, and KWO 

 Private Business Funding 

 
C     
Inability to implement water resource educa on-related ac vi es and 
ini a ves recommended within the “Increase  Awareness of Kansas Water 
Resources” Guiding Principle of the Kansas Water Plan. Water resource knowledge will not improve, water-related career 
development opportuni es will not be increased, and marke ng campaign & website development will be incomplete. 
Knowledge regarding the value of water in Kansas will not be elevated to appropriate levels, leading to waste and decline of 
water as a valuable resource and leading to water deficits in some regions and economic decline in various areas within the 
state.       

KS W  P  E   O  S  (C .) 
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Expenditures       FY2025 
Appropria on 

FY2025 HB2302 
     Transfer 

FY2025 Governor 
Recommenda ons 

Contractual $250,000 $500,000 $400,000 

Total Expenditures $250,000 $500,000 $400,000 



 

 

 

 

 
P  O  

 Provide increased funding for leveraging partnership opportuni es which support overall state efforts to conserve 
and extend the High Plains Aquifer in Kansas, including KWO’s partnership contribu on obliga on for the High 
Plains Aquifer Regional Conserva on Partnership Program (RCPP) project. 

 Enhance and showcase conserva on efforts which benefit the overall viability of the High Plains Aquifer for mul ple 
water use groups (i.e. irriga on water use, dairies and feed yards, municipali es & u li es). 

 Development of new partnerships to demonstrate prac ces, tools & technologies that promote water conserva on 
in the High Plains Aquifer Region of Kansas. 

 

KWO P  A  
 Provide con nued support for Water Innova on Systems and Educa on (WISE) Ini a ve through modified water 

conserva on demonstra on framework at KWO. 
 Provide partnership support to the City of Garden City to best leverage SWPF resources with local and federal 

resources for water reclama on and reuse project ac vi es. 
 Pursue addi onal partnership opportuni es across the High Plains Aquifer Region of Kansas which support 

conserva on of groundwater resources.   
 Provide con nued support for partnerships that focus on conserva on oriented educa on for irrigators, dairies and 

feed yards, municipali es and u li es.  
 

P  A  
 The Water Innova on Systems and Educa on (WISE) Ini a ve and associated SWPF support for this program have provided 
numerous demonstra on opportuni es across western Kansas to highlight and showcase tools, technologies, and prac ces 
which provide water conserva on & reclama on benefits to irriga on water users, dairy & feed yard operators as well as 
municipal & industrial water users within the region.  Previously appropriated SWPF resources for the Water Technology 
Farm program have been leveraged extensively with support provided by program par cipants, commodity groups, and the 
private sector.   
 

Program Budget 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Addi onal Funding Resources 
Further financial support for partnership efforts could include, but is not exclusively limited to the federal government, 
other state agencies, groundwater management districts, local municipal u li es, agricultural advocacy/commodity groups, 
and non-profit organiza ons. 
  

Consequences of not funding  
 Decreased opportunity to leverage SWPF financial resources with other 

partner resources to support water conserva on efforts looking to conserve 
and extend the High Plains Aquifer in Kansas, including the poten al to not 
meet KWO’s partnership contribu on obliga on for the High Plains Aquifer 
Regional Conserva on Partnership Program (RCPP) project with the Natural 
Resources Conserva on Service (NRCS). 

 Decreased opportunity to showcase water conserva on tools, prac ces, and 
technologies in Kansas which can play a role in conserving the High Plains 
Aquifer in Kansas. 
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FY 2024 A . B : $1,024,842 

FY 2025 G ’  B  R :  $2,000,000 
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Expenditures 
 

      FY2025 
Appropria on 

FY2025 HB2302 
       Transfer 

FY2025 Governor 
Recommenda ons 

Contractual  $50,000   $50,000 

Other Assistance  $800,000 $1,150,000 $1,950,000 

Total Expenditures  $850,000 $1,150,000 $2,000,000 



 

 

K  R  P  I  

FY2024 A . B : $89,888 

FY2025 G ’  B  R :  $1,500,000 

 

P  O  
To protect water supply storage and improve water quality in reservoirs across Kansas that provide water to municipal and 
industrial customers through implementa on of watershed best management prac ces (BMPs) within priority reservoir 
watersheds.  BMPs are individual or a combina on of prac ces that are determined to be the most effec ve and prac cable 
(including technological, economic, and ins tu onal considera ons) means of controlling point and non-point sources of 
pollu on at levels compa ble with resource and economic goals.  BMPs which can be u lized to reduce sediment and 
nutrient runoff in watersheds above water supply sources in Kansas include but are not limited to terraces, grassed water-
ways, cover crops and buffer strips.  Water storage is being diminished over me due to reservoir sedimenta on and water 
quality is being impacted by nutrient runoff, poten ally resul ng in harmful algae blooms, taste and odor issues with drinking 
water, and impacts to recrea on in Kansas.   
 

KWO P  A  
 Provide financial assistance to producers within targeted watersheds to implement conserva on prac ces that 

reduce sediment runoff. 
 Coordinate with Kansas Department of Agriculture-Division of Conserva on, Kansas Department of Health and Envi-

ronment, local conserva on districts, local Watershed Restora on and Protec on Strategy (WRAPS) program staff 
and Regional Advisory Commi ee representa ves on delivery of program to producers within eligible watersheds. 

 Engage with project partners to evaluate the FY 2024 Kansas Reservoir Protec on Ini a ve and make modifica ons 
to improve the overall effec veness and efficiency of the program for FY 2025. 

 

P  A  
 Four reservoir watersheds targeted since ini a on of funding in FY 2019 for watershed conserva on prac ce 

implementa on include Fall River, John Redmond, Kanopolis, and Tu le Creek.   
 Three reservoir watersheds added in FY 2024 for watershed conserva on prac ce implementa on include Pomona, 

Perry, and Hillsdale. 
 Es mated sediment reduc on as field scale based on applica ons approved for funding: 

  FY 2019 through FY 2023:  Nearly 140,000 tons 
 FY 2024:   Nearly 37,500 tons  

P  B  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A  F  R  
Further financial support for conserva on prac ce implementa on efforts to reduce sediment runoff that contributes to  
reservoir sedimenta on could include, but is not exclusively limited to, the federal government, other state agencies, local 
municipali es/u li es, agricultural advocacy/commodity groups, non-profit organiza ons. 
 

C     
 Con nued reservoir sedimenta on at or above current sedimenta on rates. 
 Con nued nutrient and sediment runoff and soil erosion at current or worse rates. 

K  W  O  - S  W  P  F  

19 

  
Expenditures 

 

     FY2025 
Appropria on 

  
FY2025 HB2302 
      Transfer 

 

    FY2025 
   Transfer 

 

FY2025 Governor 
Recommenda ons 

Other Assistance $1,000,000     $1,500,000 

Transfers   $500,000 $-1,500,000   

Total Expenditures $1,000,000 $500,000 $-1,500,000 $1,500,000 



 

 

 

 

 

P  O  
Chloride contamina on within the Equus Beds Aquifer resul ng from previous oil field produc on in the Burrton area has 
resulted in areas of groundwater which is unsuitable for most uses.  Remedia on of areas of high chloride concentra ons 
within the Equus Beds would help generate an addi onal water supply source as well as help protect and prolong the 
useable lifespan of groundwater wells around areas of chloride contamina on.   
  
 

KWO P  A  
 Previous funding was u lized, through a technical service provider contract, to complete an analysis of strategies and 

alterna ves within the Equus Beds Aquifer that would remediate the Equus Beds chloride plume between Burrton 
and Halstead which impacts groundwater within the region.  The impacted water use types include irriga on water 
for agricultural produc on as well as the City of Wichita’s groundwater well field within the Equus Beds Aquifer. 

 Funding will be u lized to con nue to characterize current chloride condi ons within the Equus Beds Aquifer, 
facilita ng addi onal advancement of efforts to establish a chloride plume remedia on project.  

 

P  B  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A  F  R  
 U.S. Bureau of Reclama on  
 City of Wichita 
 Equus Beds Groundwater Management District #2 

 

C     
Con nued movement of the Equus Beds chloride plume towards the east-southeast from its current loca on between 
Burrton and Halstead, leading to further impacts with the City of Wichita’s groundwater well field, irriga on water 
suppor ng crop produc on, and other regional groundwater uses. 

E  B  C  P  R  P  

FY2024 A . B : $100,000 

FY2025 G ’  B  R :  $75,000 
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Expenditures       FY2025 
Appropria on 

FY2025 HB2302 
      Transfer 

FY2025 Governor 
Recommenda ons 

Other Assistance $50,000 $25,000 $75,000 

Total Expenditures $50,000 $25,000 $75,000 



 

 

 

 

 

P  O  
The 2019 Special Legisla ve Commi ee on Flooding recommended funding for evalua on of flood risks in Kansas. The KWO 
is con nuing efforts to leverage federal resources for comple on of studies in flood prone areas of Kansas. Flood study 
efforts look to iden fy areas of recurring flooding, determine economic loss from these events, and iden fy poten al 
mi ga on projects that can lessen future flood damage. Resources for future flood study-related efforts would be 
supported in FY2025 through Assessment and Evalua on funding. 
 

KWO P  A  
 KWO con nues to pursue partnering opportuni es with the federal government to leverage federal resources for flood 

study-related efforts.  These study efforts would help to: 
 Iden fy areas of recurring damage and economic loss. 
 Iden fy poten al mi ga on strategies and projects that will lessen future damage. 
 Develop recommenda ons for future project implementa on. 

 

P  B  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A  F  R  
  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
  FEMA 

 

C     
Con nued loss of property and economic gain due to recurring flood damage. 
Poten al loss of federal funding for implementa on of mi ga on efforts. 
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FY2024 A . B : $400,000 

FY2025 G ’  B  R :  $0 

Expenditures      FY2025 
Appropria on 

FY2025 HB2302 
      Transfer 

FY2025 Governor 
Recommenda ons 

Contractual $         - $         - $         - 

Total Expenditures $         - $         - $         - 



 

 

 

 

P  O  
The Arbuckle forma on is a resource heavily relied upon by a range of industries and municipali es in Kansas for fluid-waste 
disposal, oil produc on, storage, and fresh water. Historical disposal of fluids in the Arbuckle has been at sustainable to 
moderate rates. However, yearly tests of Class-I disposal wells indicate that pressure and sta c fluid levels have risen in the 
Arbuckle, par cularly in south-central Kansas, decreasing the storage capacity, and therefore life expectancy, of the disposal 
receptacle and increasing pore pressure on deeper, connected rock forma ons. Recent elevated rates of fluid deposited in 
the Arbuckle have been associated with, and the likely catalyst for, the significant increase in seismicity in south-central 
Kansas since 2013. Addi onally, if sta c fluid levels in the Arbuckle con nue to rise, there is poten al for them to exceed the 
basal depth of shallow aquifers in some cri cal areas in just a few years. Unan cipated or unknown hydrologic conduits 
could thus threaten these aquifers. The goal of the Arbuckle Study Group is to increase understanding of the storage 
capabili es of the Arbuckle and impacts of disposal ac vi es, providing cri cal informa on to ensure that the resource is 
managed properly, the usable life of the Arbuckle is extended, and undesirable impacts are minimized.  
 

P  A  
The Kansas Water Office (KWO) was directed to facilitate a stakeholder group focused on ini a ng a study of the Arbuckle 
forma on. This group has worked towards consensus regarding a study plan that addresses fundamental data needs to 
characterize the storage capabili es of the Arbuckle, emphasizing south-central Kansas as the primary study area. As part of 
that effort, the Kansas Geological Survey (KGS) began a preliminary study in 2021, “Preproposal for Study of Regional 
Arbuckle Proper es in South Central Kansas; Now and Planning for the Future,” to determine the accuracy and func onality 
of various measurement techniques for a future Arbuckle monitoring network by collec ng sta c fluid level (SFL), density, 
and bo om-hole pressure (BHP) measurements at disposal wells that could be part of a longer-term, expanded monitoring 
network. Issues related to securing access to Class II wells suitable for data collec on have caused delays from the original 

meline, but the KGS is nearing comple on of the preliminary study. 
 

R  A  
The Arbuckle Study Group met in January 2023.  The KGS presented a study update that included a meline of previous and 
ongoing study efforts; a review of previous well test analysis and implica ons for proposed methodologies for collec ng 
bo om-hole pressure, sta c-fluid level, and density; results of the bo om-hole pressure and density profile tests contracted 
by the KGS at two Kansas Corpora on Commission (KCC) wells in spring of 2022; and an analysis of historical disposal 
volumes and SFL in the Arbuckle. The KGS completed an interim report on the feasibility study in spring of 2023, which was 
shared with the Arbuckle Study Group. The Arbuckle Study Group met again in June 2023. The KGS presented updates on 
recent seismicity; Class I and II well tes ng; data collected from three addi onal Class II wells; proposed candidate wells for 
further data collec on; addi onal analysis of disposal volumes and sta c fluid levels, including an assessment of the 
poten al vulnerability of the Equus Beds; and future study plans.  The KGS has completed its feasibility study in compliance 
with the KWO contract requirements and begun the process of iden fying the needs to be addressed in the next phases of 
the overall project. 
 

P  A  
 Post the completed feasibility study final report on the KGS website as an open-file report. 
 Con nue pursuing data collec on (SFL, BHP, and density) in addi onal Class II wells iden fied as suitable candidates to 

provide reliable extrapola ons between sample points and resolu on on contour intervals.  Iden fy a loca on for the 
drilling of one new well in a loca on of maximum informa onal value in the Equus Beds to help fill cri cal data gaps 
and poten ally provide a mul -purpose mechanism for data collec on.  

 Revisit previously measured wells, as possible and necessary, to update SFL, BHP, and density datasets. 
 Convene the Arbuckle Study Group as o en as prac cable in 2024 to update the stakeholder group and con nue to 

seek their input. 
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A  S  

FY2024 A . B : $360,000 

FY2025 G ’  B  R :  $300,000 



 

 

 

 

 Con nue to fill cri cal data gaps by iden fying either up to three wells that can be re-drilled and used as part a 
long-term monitoring network, or drill one new well in a loca on of maximum informa onal value in the Equus Beds. 

 
P  B  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

C     
Lack of understanding of the storage capabili es of the Arbuckle could lead to the resource being mismanaged, reducing 
the func onal life of the resource, limi ng its future use as a storage receptacle including possibly for carbon sequestra on, 
and poten ally raising the chances of surface and/or groundwater quality degrada on and increased seismic ac vity 
associated with elevated fluid levels and pore pressures. 

A  S  (C .) 
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Expenditures       FY2025 
Appropria on 

FY2025 HB2302              
Transfer 

FY2025 Governor  
Recommenda ons 

Contractual $150,000 $150,000 $300,000 

Total Expenditures $150,000 $150,000 $300,000 



 

 

P  O  
The Kansas Water Office, in partnership with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), will implement a Water Injec on Dredging 
(WID) demonstra on project at Tu le Creek Lake to promote sustainable long-term reservoir sediment management. WID is a 
process in which large volumes of water are injected at low pressure into the sediment bed near the bo om of the reservoir 
through the use of pumps and a series of nozzles located on a horizontal pipe posi oned above the sediment bed. The injected 
water effec vely fluidizes the sediment crea ng a density current that allows the sediment to flow by gravity to deeper areas. In 
the case of Tu le Creek Lake, the proposed WID demonstra on project will be aimed at moving the sediment toward the exis ng 
low-level outlet in the dam, and monitoring the flow of the density current through the outlet during controlled discharges. 
 
The goal of the project is to demonstrate successful applica on of WID technology at Tu le Creek Lake, with the ul mate goal of 
sustaining long-term use of Tu le Creek Lake, and poten ally other Kansas reservoirs, for all of its authorized purposes.  The 
reservoir con nues to lose capacity due to sedimenta on at an accelerated rate.  Recent es mates from the Kansas Water Office 
indicate that approximately 50% of Tu le Creek Lake’s original storage capacity has been lost due to sedimenta on, with an 
es mated 5% of remaining storage lost in 2019 alone.  Tu le Creek Lake is a vital resource within the Kansas River Basin.  The 
con nued loss of capacity and impending impact to the authorized purposes is a major concern for the State of Kansas. Successful 
demonstra on of WID technology at Tu le Creek Lake will help to advance other innova ve methods aimed at extending the life of 
reservoir storage in Kansas, including the use of WID with hydrosuc on or other sustainable sediment management techniques. 
 

P  A  
 The proposed demonstra on project includes the following major components:  

  1)  Contractor agreement for the opera on and lease of necessary WID equipment and vessel(s). 
              2)  Demonstra on of the WID at Tu le Creek Lake at different eleva ons and flow discharges 
  3)  Monitoring and evalua on of both the opera onal and environmental results  
 Con nue development of monitoring, implementa on, and outreach plans in coordina on with USACE.  The KWO is currently 

engaged with USACE, agency partners, and stakeholders within the basin to discuss the project and develop the monitoring 
plan and strategies for measuring project success. 

 KWO will con nue its partnership with USACE to provide technical and financial resources for the upcoming demonstra on, to 
poten ally include WID procurement, stakeholder outreach, project planning and implementa on, and onsite field data 
collec on and analysis. 

 Ini ate the Tu le Creek Lake WID Demonstra on in late 2024 or early 2025 with mul ple rounds of WID opera on and 
monitoring under a variety of reservoir and seasonal condi ons. 

 

P  A  
 KWO con nues to support USACE and their Engineer Research and Development Center (ERDC) with ongoing WID study.   
 Through a Planning Assistance to States (PAS) agreement, KWO con nues to provide cash and in-kind contribu ons, while 

leveraging federal funding.  State contribu ons include technical services and support for field data collec on, model 
development, tes ng and analysis necessary to move forward with the WID demonstra on. 

 Work completed by the state and federal partners in support of the WID study includes: 
   Water quality sampling and analysis of sediment samples taken from Tu le Creek Lake. 
 Collec on and analysis of velocity current transects at selected loca ons within the reservoir. 
 Comple on of cross sec on surveys downstream of Tu le Creek Lake pre- and post- flood storage releases in 2019 to 

assess sedimenta on impacts. 

K  W  O  - S  W  P  F  

W  I  D  (WID) 

FY2024 A . B : $2,000,000 

FY2025 G ’  B  R :  $0 
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P  A  (CONT.) 
  Comple on in 2019 of a par al lake mul -beam bathymetric survey to increase resolu on of the reservoir bed in 

the area of the an cipated WID demonstra on project and a full bathymetric survey of Tu le Creek Lake in 2020. 
 Collec on of surface sediment, sediment cores, and water samples at Tu le Creek Lake and delivery to ERDC for 

sediment property analysis, fluidiza on tes ng, and elutriate tes ng. 
 Expansion of baseline condi on monitoring on the Big Blue River below Tu le Creek Lake. 
 Coordina on of a Tu le Creek Reservoir Water Injec on Dredging Demonstra on Research/Monitoring Needs 

Workshop in June 2022 to gather input for monitoring and assessing considera ons related to WID effec veness, 
environmental effects, and human use. 

 KWO and USACE met with representa ves from the North Carolina State Ports Authority (NCSPA) in November 2022 
for a demonstra on of the NCSPA WID unit in Wilmington to help inform the planning process for the Tu le Creek 
Lake WID Demonstra on. 

 KWO completed an informal request for informa on (RFI) in early 2023 to assess op ons for WID acquisi on and 
opera on, which informed the decision to use the federal procurement process for selec ng a contractor for the 
opera on and lease of necessary WID equipment and vessel(s). 

 USACE developed a pre-demonstra on sampling plan and signed an agreement with the USGS in February 2023 for 
pre-demonstra on, baseline condi on water quality sampling, monitoring, and suspended-sediment model 
development on the Big Blue and Kansas Rivers. 

 
 Ongoing work and efforts planned to be ini ated in FY2024 by the state and federal partners in support of the WID study 

include: 
 Complete development of a Kansas River sediment transport model being refined by USACE. 
 Conduct addi onal stakeholder outreach and coordina on. 
 Complete collec on of baseline condi on data and development of water quality models in prepara on for the 

demonstra on. 
 Complete development of implementa on and monitoring plans for the WID demonstra on, coordina ng planning 

efforts with federal partners and local stakeholders. 
 Complete Environmental Assessment and water quality cer fica on process. 
 Complete federal procurement process to select contractor for the opera on and lease of necessary WID equipment 

and vessel(s). 

 
 The $2,000,000 appropriated from the SWPF for the demonstra on reflects the state’s contribu on toward project planning 

and outreach, implementa on, and monitoring and analysis of the demonstra on.  USACE received $1.3 million in Federal Year 
2022 and $2.8 million in Federal Year 2023, for a total of $4.1 million in federal funding for the project.  

 

P  B  
 
 
 
 
 
 

A  F  R  
 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  

 

C     
Con nued loss of reservoir storage capacity and impending impact to Tu le Creek Lake’s authorized purposes, including 
water supply. 
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Expenditures       FY2025 
Appropria on 

FY2025 HB2302 
      Transfer 

FY2025 Governor 
Recommenda ons 

Contractual $0 $0 $0 

Total Expenditures $0 $0 $0 

FY2024 
Supplemental 

$2,000,000 

$2,000,000 



 

 

 

P  O  
The Lower Republican River basin has many compe ng needs for the limited water supplies: irriga on, recrea on, wildlife 
areas, municipali es, industries and minimum desirable streamflow.  
 
In 1943, the water supply of the Republican River valley was allocated among the three states. The Republican River is subject 
to an interstate compact entered into by Colorado, Nebraska, and Kansas. In 1985, Kansas began raising serious concerns 
about Nebraska’s con nued development and overuse of ground water in the Republican River Basin.  In 1998, Kansas filed a 
mo on for leave to file a bill of Complaint 
with the U.S. Supreme Court alleging that 
Nebraska was viola ng the compact, 
including groundwater that was 
connected to surface flows in the 
Basin.  Over the years many users have 
had reduced water due to reduced 
supplies or regula on of Minimum 
Desirable Streamflow.  In 2003, the 
Republican River Compact Administra on 
adopted accoun ng procedures that 
included an extensive groundwater 
model.  Nebraska exceeded its alloca on 
during the water short years of 2005-
2006, and also during the five-year me 
period that ended in 2007.  Consequently, 
Kansas did not get its full alloca on.  The 
arbitra on filed in 2009 agreed with 
Kansas that Nebraska had not complied 
with the compact.  On February 24, 2015, 
the U.S. Supreme Court ordered Nebraska 
to pay Kansas $5.5 million.  
 
During the 2015 Legislature a provision 
was in acted in House Subs tute for 
Senate Bill 112 Sec. 178.   
 
SB 112 Sec. 178  
The provision divides monies received from the state of Nebraska pursuant to the interstate li ga on to be credited to the 
Republican River Water Conserva on Projects – Nebraska moneys fund of the KWO and the Interstate Water Li ga on fund 
of the A orney General.  Near the end of the 2015 Legisla ve Session, the State of Nebraska approved a measure to pay 
Kansas $5.5 million as a result of the U.S. Supreme Court ruling on the Kansas v. Nebraska lawsuit regarding viola ons of the 
Republican River Compact.  Funds were received from Nebraska on June 23rd, 2015. The Kansas Treasurer deposited these 
funds into two accounts in accordance with the budgetary proviso. 
 

 
 

R  R  W  C  P —N  

Fund/Account Designa on Agency Amount 

Republican River Water Conserva on Project- Nebraska Money Fund Kansas Water Office $3,500,000 

Interstate Water Li ga on Reserve Account A orney General $2,000,000 

Total   $5,500,000 
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R  R  W  C  P —N  (C .) 

P  A  
The proviso also requires that the Director of the KWO, in consulta on with the local stakeholders in the basin, the Chief 
Engineer and the Secretary of Agriculture, shall expend such moneys in the Republican River water conserva on projects – 
Nebraska moneys fund of the KWO for water improvement projects in the Republican river basin as described in K.S.A. 
2014 Supp. 82a-1804(g), and amendments thereto.  K.S.A. 82a-1804 (g) lists the type of projects that are eligible to be 
implemented with funds from the Republican River Water Conserva on Projects-Nebraska Moneys Fund.   
 
Projects can include: 

(1) Efficiency improvements to canals or laterals managed and paid for by an irriga on district or projects to improve 
the opera onal efficiency of management of such canals or laterals.  

(2) water use efficiency upgrades; 
(3) implementa on of water conserva on of irriga on and other types of water uses; 
(4) implementa on of water management plans or ac ons by water rights holders; 
(5) water measurement flumes, meters, gauges, data collec on pla orms or related monitoring equipment and 

upgrades; 
(6) ar ficial recharge, funding a water transi on assistance program; the purchase of water rights for stream recovery 

or aquifer restora on and cost share for state or federal conserva on programs that save water; 
(7) maintenance of the channel and the tributaries of the Republican river; 
(8)  reservoir maintenance or the purchase, lease, construc on or other acquisi on of exis ng or new storage space in      

reservoirs; 
(9)  purchase, lease or other acquisi on of a water right; and 
(10)  expenses incurred to construct and operate off-stream storage.  

 

P  A   
The Kansas Bostwick Irriga on District (KBID) is in the process of conver ng por ons of their remaining open irriga on 
canals to a buried pipe system. As of FY2021, KBID has completed five installments of the canal project, which included a 
total of 2.79 miles of open irriga on canals eliminated in FY2021. During FY2022, KBID has moved to the sixth installment, 
conver ng the 50.7 – Courtland 5th Canal to a buried pipe system, elimina ng 2.90 miles of open canal.  
 

P  B  
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 Expenditures FY2025 Budget 

Contractual $300,000 

Total Expenditures $300,000 



 

 

R  R  W  C  P —C  

P  O  
The South Fork Republican River Basin in Northwest Kansas has 
historically not received the water to which it is en tled under the 
Republican River Compact due to overdevelopment in Colorado.  
In August of 2018, the states of Kansas and Colorado reached a 
se lement regarding past compact viola ons in Colorado.  That 
agreement will resulted in a transfer of $2 million in funds from 
Colorado to Kansas during Fiscal Year 2019. 
 
K.S.A. 82a-1804 (d) establishes the Republican River Water 
Conserva on Projects — Colorado Moneys Fund to be 
administered by the director of the KWO.  Moneys received from 
Colorado will be deposited in this fund to be used in the Upper 
Republican River Basin.  Paragraph 5 of the agreement signed by 
Governors and A orneys General from both Kansas and Colorado 
states that “Kansas agrees to pursue a good faith effort to spend 
the $2 million paid . . . for the benefit of the South Fork of the 
Republican River within Kansas in maintaining compliance with 
the Compact and the FSS.”   
 

P  A  
The KWO and the KDA have sought input from stakeholders within the region on the ac vi es, which are allowed by state 
statute, will provide the most benefit to the region.     
 
K.S.A. 82a-1804 (g) lists the type of projects that are eligible to be implemented with funds from the Republican River 
Water Conserva on Projects-Colorado Moneys Fund.  Projects can include: 

(1) Efficiency improvements to canals or laterals managed and paid for by an irriga on district or projects to improve 
the opera onal efficiency of management of such canals or laterals.  

(2) water use efficiency upgrades; 
(3) implementa on of water conserva on of irriga on and other types of water uses; 
(4) implementa on of water management plans or ac ons by water rights holders; 
(5) water measurement flumes, meters, gauges, data collec on pla orms or related monitoring equipment and 

upgrades; 
(6) ar ficial recharge, funding a water transi on assistance program; the purchase of water rights for stream recovery 

or aquifer restora on and cost share for state or federal conserva on programs that save water; 
(7) maintenance of the channel and the tributaries of the Republican river; 
(8) reservoir maintenance or the purchase, lease, construc on or other acquisi on of exis ng or new storage space in 

reservoirs; 
(9) purchase, lease or other acquisi on of a water right; and 
(10) expenses incurred to construct and operate off-stream storage.  

 

P  A   
 During FY2020 and FY2021, a total of $143,224.65 was expended for 13 producers. 

Cost-share projects included soil moisture probes, nozzle packages, pivot control systems, aerial imagery, 
variable-rate irriga on systems, and electrical conduc vity (EC) soil mapping. 

 In FY2021, $500,000 of the original $2 million was transferred to Cheyenne County Conserva on District to be 
leveraged for a Regional Conserva on Partnership Program (RCPP) project through NRCS.  The RCPP was approved 
in April 2021 providing $2,766,243 in federal funds for the project. 

 During FY2022, $211,360 has been commi ed to 15 producers for the implementa on of irriga on technologies 
with the goal of improving efficiency and reducing water use in the South Fork Republican basin. 
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R  R  W  C  P —C  (C .) 
 

P  A  (CONT.) 
 Planned work in FY2023 and FY2024 includes con nued cost-share for irriga on technologies, as well as the 

iden fica on of poten al loca ons and possible implementa on of low-head dam projects within the region, in 
partnership with the Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks. 

 

P  B  
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 Expenditures FY2025 Budget 

Contractual $500,000 

Total Expenditures $500,000 



 

 

P  W  S  P  P  

 Ensure adequate quan es of good quality water to 
meet future needs.  

 Efficiently operate state owned storage in federal 
reservoirs. 

T  P : 10 

  9 Professional Staff 

  1 Administra ve Staff 

FY2023 A  R   E   F   

Revenue by Fund FY2023 
Revenue or       

Appropria on 
Expended Carryover 

Water Marke ng Fund $9,521,784 $2,381,019 $7,140,765 

Conserva on Storage Water Supply Fund $2,032,501 $0 $2,032,501 

Lower Smoky Access District Fund $61,093 $61,093 $0 

Water Supply Storage Assurance Fund $592,198 $430,619 $161,579 

Total Funds $12,207,576 $2,872,731 $9,334,845 

Major Expenditures 
FY2023  
Actuals 

FY2024  
Budget 

FY2025  
Budget 

Salaries and Wages $727,418 $992,149 $985,219 

Contractual Services $2,133,030 $5,797,035 $8,673,686 

    Debt Service - P&I $0 $0 $0 

Commodi es $7,524 $4,300 $4,300 

Capital Outlay $4,759 $5,800 $5,800 

Total Expenditures $2,872,731 $6,799,284 $9,669,005 

P  E   

P  B  B  

Performance Measures Actual 
FY2022 

Actual 
FY2023 

Current 
FY2024 

Budget 
FY2025 

Number of people directly served 1,272,084 1,335,688 1,402,473 1,472,596 

Number of industrial customers directly served 15 15 15 17 

Number of irriga on water rights directly served 51 58 62 57 

Percent of me demands are met by public water   100% 100% 100% 100% 

P  W  S  
Statutory Authority 

82a-1301 et seq. State Water Plan Storage Act 
82a-1330 et seq. Water Assurance Program Act 
82a-1604 et seq. Mul purpose Small Lakes Act 
82a-2301 et seq. Lower Smoky Hill Supply Access Program 
82a-2401 et seq. Reservoir Improvement District Act 
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W  S  S  

Kansas has contracts with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for purchase of water supply storage in 14 reservoirs; 12 of those have 
storage currently commi ed to, and being paid for by, the customers of the Water Marke ng Program, 8 of the reservoirs have storage 
that has been dedicated to Assurance Districts for district members, and 5 of the reservoirs have Future Use storage that is under 
contract with the state, but has not yet been called into service.   

P  W  S  P   

The KWO operates the Kansas Water Marke ng, Water Assurance and Access District programs as part of its overall PWS 

Program.  KWO has developed the PWS Program Comprehensive Capital Development Plan (CCDP) in order to account for 

all revenue and expenses related to the State’s public water supply storage, and to provide for the long-term planning of 

future program needs, including acquisi on of all the water supply storage under federal contracts, poten al new storage 

development and protec on and restora on of the storage owned by the State.  Various funding sources contribute to 

KWO’s overall PWS Program and are represented as part of the CCDP.  These sources are further described on the following 

pages in separate sec ons: Water Marke ng Fund, Conserva on Storage Development Fund, Water Assurance Fund, and 

Access District Fund.   

E   A  PWS P  
P   I   C   
The State is obligated to fully pay the capital costs of the water supply storage assigned to all of the PWS Programs – including the Water 
Marke ng, Water Assurance, and Access District programs.  The contracts with the federal government typically give the State 50 years to 
pay the costs associated with the purchase of all of the contracted storage.   
 

O   M   
The State pays the annual opera on, maintenance and repair costs incurred by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for that por on of the 
storage space designated to each program.  In addi on to the PWS Programs, SWPFs are u lized to pay the annual opera on and 
maintenance costs associated with the por on of the state-owned storage in Reserve Capacity.  The opera on and maintenance costs vary 
from year to year and by reservoir.   
 

A   E   
The Water Marke ng Program pays for administra on and enforcement costs to the state to operate and administer the Program.  The 
Assurance District Program (directly through the Marke ng Fund) and Access District Program also pay a small por on of administra on 
and enforcement costs. 
 

R  P   R   
A component of the PWS CCDP is the budge ng and planning for projects that will restore and protect the water supply storage in the 
state-owned reservoirs.  Sediment deposi on reduces the water supply yield from a reservoir.  The state-owned reservoir storage is 
considered an asset, and management of these assets includes maintenance of the storage to ensure long-term viability. 

F  U  S   C   E  R   

Future Use storage is storage that is not currently in service.  Some of the water supply contracts between the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers and the KWO allow the State to defer payments and the control of the storage un l the storage is needed.  The table below 

Lake Milford Perry Totals 
Water Supply Storage Remaining - Future Use (acre-feet) 198,350 125,000 323,350 

Year Contract Payment Complete 2034 2041   

Interest Rate 2.63% 3.05%  

Contract Current Balance (Est.) $29,245,930  $26,528,204  $55,774,134  

K  W  O  - P  W  S  
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The 2023 Legislature appropriated $52.0 million in FY 2023 from the State General Fund to the State Treasurer for the water 
supply storage debt payment on Milford and Perry reservoirs. These funds will be invested to earn interest un l interest 
rates become less favorable or un l the water storage is called into service. 
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W  M  F  
The Water Marke ng Fund receives money from revenue collected on water supplied under contracts with 
public water suppliers and industries from state-owned storage in federal reservoirs.  Over half of the state’s 
popula on is served directly or indirectly by Water Marke ng contracts.  The majority of the revenue is 
received in January and February of each year, and is used to pay the Corps of Engineers for the principal 
and  interest costs associated with storage construc on and opera on and maintenance costs of the 
reservoirs.  The majority of the expenditures are paid in September and October of each year. 

 

The Water Marke ng Program operates on a cash basis, with a variable rate set each year that is adequate 
to meet program expenses.  The PWS Comprehensive Capital Development Plan included an update to the 
variable marke ng rate structure with a projected annual increase, in lieu of the previous fla ened rate. 
Revenue generated in the near term is planned to be u lized to pay down a por on of the program debt. 
This will help to alleviate the large increase in annual program payments necessary to pay for future use 
storage.  



 

 

K  W  O  - P  W  S  

C  S  D  F  
The State Conserva on Storage Water Supply Fund was established as a savings fund for acquisi on, development or 
maintenance of state-owned public water supply storage. 
 
W  A  F  
The Water Assurance Fund receives money from three water assurance districts.  The purpose of the Water Assurance 
Program is to allow for coordinated opera on of water storage space in federal reservoirs to sa sfy downstream municipal 
and industrial water rights during drought condi ons.  Water right holders are therefore assured to receive enhanced flow 
during mes of drought while the state operates the reservoirs in a basin as a system for increased efficiency in water 
delivery.   
 
The districts are charged for the costs incurred by the State for both P&I associated with storage construc on and 
opera on and maintenance of the storage dedicated to the districts.  Payments from the assurance districts are passed 
through to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for P&I and opera on and maintenance costs.  In addi on, the districts are 
charged for the cost to administer and enforce the program.  These funds are transferred to the Water Marke ng Fund to 
cover a por on of the cost of posi ons funded by the Water Marke ng Fund.  A small amount is also transferred to the SGF 
to repay KDA for the Division of Water Resource’s costs to assist with the program’s administra on. 
 

A  D  F  
In 2016, the Lower Smoky Hill Water Supply Access District was formed, and the Access District purchased a por on of the 
water supply pool from Kanopolis Reservoir through a lump sum payment to the State in accordance with the purchase 
contract between the KWO and the Access District.  The water supply storage in Kanopolis purchased by the Access District 
can be u lized to supplement the Smoky Hill River streamflow to provide the ability for Access District members to make 
use of their reasonable and jus fied authorized quan es under their water rights through drought condi ons. 
 
The Access District is charged for the cost incurred by the State for opera on and maintenance of the por on of storage 
dedicated to the use of the district.  Payments from the Access District are passed through to the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers for opera on and maintenance costs.  In addi on, the Access District is charged for the cost to administer and 
enforce the program.  These funds are transferred to the Water Marke ng Fund to cover a por on of the cost of posi ons 
funded by the Water Marke ng Fund. 
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