


MEETING AGENDA

Meeting Materials Page 1



Call to Order/Roll Call; Dawn Buehler



Approval of minutes from: 
October 18, 2023

Action Needed

Presented by: Dawn Buehler

Meeting Materials Pages 2-5



Actions Proposed Following 10/11/2023 
Committee Meeting:

Consider approval of the CY2024 Surplus Water Report

Presented by: John Bailey & Nathan Westrup

Meeting Materials Pages 7-43



2024 SURPLUS REPORT –
WATER MARKETING PROGRAM
12/13/2023



• Surplus water is defined as waters within the 
conservation water supply capacity committed to 
the State, but not required to meet contractual 
requirements. 

• Water in this storage may be sold under short term 
contracts if it is found to be surplus, is determined 
to be in the public interest, and if the contract will 
advance the purposes of the State Water Resource 
Planning Act.  



• KSA 82a-1305(b) Whenever the authority finds that it is in the public's interest and will 
advance the purposes set forth in this act and in article 9 of chapter 82a of Kansas 
Statutes Annotated, and amendments thereto, the authority shall authorize the director 
to dispose of waters found by the authority to be surplus waters…..

• Water not subject to current contract obligations
• Not more than 1 year contracts for surplus waters
• Can not exceed 10% of the reservoir yield capacity (reservoir firm yield KAR 95-5-9)
• Payment at annual Water Marketing Program rate

• 2024 - $0.493 per 1000 gallons  (1 acre-foot = $160) 

• Surplus Report brought to the Kansas Water Authority annually for approval, authorizes 
the Director to enter into surplus waters contracts.

• Drought condition contingency, impact of drought on reservoir storage will be evaluated 
prior to surplus contract issuance.



Water Supply Yield Calculation

Yellow – precipitation, inflows, peak events, supply
Green – evaporation, water quality/minimum 
releases, senior water right supply, yield available 
for contracting 
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• Policy approved and adopted by 
Kansas Water Authority April 7, 2006

• Authorized director of Kansas Water 
Office to dispose of water 
determined to be surplus by the 
Authority annually.

• Copy enclosed on page 6 of Surplus 
Report

Internal Policy Memorandum #12



Reservoir Allocation 
Summaries



• Allocation of reservoir yield to different 
user groups

• Summary of the Lake Level 
Management Plans (LLMPs) agreed 
upon for 2024

• In times of drought, LLMP winter 
drawdowns may be curtailed to 
maintain water supply storage

Reservoir Specific Tables & 
Allocation Breakdowns



• Table on page 2 of 
report

• Reservoirs and 
quantities available for 
surplus contracts with 
Authority approval 

• 2023 had 222 AF in 
Surplus Contracts for 
municipal and irrigation

• Will need an action from 
the Authority

Surplus Report Summary



• Reservoir
s with 
Surplus 
available 
shown in 
black, 
percent of 
capacity 
full

Drought Update



• Expansion of drought conditions for northeast Kansas drainage basins, Kansas, 
Smoky Hill

• Exceptional to extreme drought for Verdigris basin

IPM #12 - Drought Update

• Left June 27, 2023 Drought Map                        Right November 28, 2023 Drought 
Map



Kansas Mesonet · 
Precip Daily Totals 
(k-state.edu)

https://mesonet.k-state.edu/precip/daily/#mtIndex=28&tab=chart-tab


• Change in 180 day streamflow patterns,  compared to Fall 2023
• Expansion of hydrologic basins experiencing below normal flows last 180 days
• Some areas showing “below normal” have been supported by reservoir releases to 

maintain streamflow, maintain water supplies, and fulfill water rights/contracts.

Drought Update

• Left January 1, 2023                                       Right December 9, 2023



Topeka USGS data since 1917

Tuttle Creek being relied upon 
for 40-60% of Kansas River 
flows since mid-July



Americus USGS data since 1963

Sustained releases from Council Grove 
Reservoir to maintain upper Neosho 
River Flows



Elk River data since 1967 above Elk City Lake

Verdigris River at Independence data since 1900

Fall River & Toronto keeping upper system flowing, Elk City 
used heavily for public water supply 





WATER YEAR 2024 COMPARED TO HISTORICAL GAGE RECORD

USGS WaterWatch -- Streamflow conditions

https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/index.php?sno=07183500+&yr=2023&xlgd=1&go=GO&ofmt=plot&atp=log&cfu=cfs&id=wwdur_cumflow&ct=wwdur_cumflow&lgd=1


KANSAS RIVER



NEOSHO RIVER



VERDIGRIS RIVER



Actions Proposed Following 10/11/2023 
Committee Meeting:

Presented by: John Bailey & Richard Rockel



Primary Topic:   Long Range Drought Planning

Presented by: Dawn Buehler





Presented by: 
Victoria Asbury & Matt Unruh

Action Needed

Meeting Materials Page 44 & Handout



• KWO recommendation of KWA approval of the Annual Report to the Governor 
and Legislature with editorial license/discretion.

• Any additional KWA comments requested to be submitted to Victoria Asbury 
and Matt Unruh by 12/22

• Following review of comments and accompanying revisions, report finalized 
and delivered to the Governor and Legislature at beginning of 2024 Legislative 
Session

RECOMMENDED NEXT STEPS





Presented by: Dave Bollenback and/or Jeff Klock



Presented by: Victoria Asbury



KANSAS WATER OFFICE

HB 2302 Grant Programs

Kansas Water Authority

December 13, 2023



State General Fund $35,000,000

State Water Plan Fund $18,000,000 
Technical Assistance Fund $5,000,000
Water Projects Grant Fund $12,000,000

Sen. Sub. for HB 2302 



Technical Assistance Fund
Eligible Applicants:

– Municipalities
– Special Districts Related to Water

Eligible Projects:
– Planning, engineering, managing, and other technical assistance 

necessary for the development of plans for water infrastructure 
projects

– Processing grant and loan applications for water infrastructure 
projects



Technical Assistance Fund
Limits on Awards:

– No single grant may exceed $1,000,000

No Matching Fund Requirement
Evaluation Criteria:

– Population: Municipalities with fewer than 2,000 residents will be 
prioritized for full grants

– Timeline: Projects with earlier start dates will be prioritized

– Conservation Plan: Projects that incorporate a conservation and/or 
climate change resiliency plan will be prioritized

– Community Factors: Other criteria for municipalities may include 
public health and socioeconomic factors



Water Projects Grant Fund
Eligible Applicants:

– Municipalities
– Special Districts Related to Water

Eligible Projects:
– Constr., repair, maint. or replacement of water-related 

infrastructure; 

– Matching money for grants or loans for water-related 
infrastructure projects

– Outstanding loan balance (PWS loan fund or KS pollution control 
revolving fund)



Water Projects Grant Fund
Limits on Awards:

– No single grant may exceed $8,000,000

No Matching Fund Requirement
Evaluation Criteria:

– Timeline: Projects with earlier start dates will be prioritized

– Conservation Plan: Projects that incorporate a conservation and/or 
climate change resiliency plan will be prioritized

– Community Factors: Other criteria for municipalities may include 
public health and socioeconomic factors

– Permits: Assurance of pertinent permits and authorizations



Water Projects Grant Fund
Evaluation Criteria for Outstanding Loans:

– Project with the outstanding loan balance is complete

– At least five years of payments have been made

– Grants may provide repayment of up to:

• 90% of balance for cities with fewer than 2,000 residents

• 75% of balance for cities with fewer than 5,000 residents

• 50% of balance for cities with fewer than 10,000 residents

• 25% of balance for all other cities



The Applications
• Project or Technical Assistance Description
• Statement of Work
• Budget for Project
• Timeline for the Project
• Affidavit



Timeline

Applications submitted by December 29, 2023 will be 
considered for this round of funding. Applications 
submitted after this date will be evaluated pending 
available funds.

Award notifications will be sent in the first quarter of 
2024



Additional Information
• Guidelines

• FAQ

• Example Docs

• Application 
Portals



Questions?

Thank You!

Website: www.kwo.ks.gov
Phone: 785-296-3185

Email: kwo-info@kwo.ks.gov

Victoria Asbury
Manager, Policy & Gov Relations
Kansas Water Office

Victoria.Asbury@kwo.ks.gov



Presented by: Terry Medley





Presented by: Connie Owen
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