
Poultry Litter Storage
BMPs to

Protect Water Quality

Peter Tomlinson ςExtension Specialist and Asst. Professor

Herschel George ςSE Kansas Watershed Specialist

Barrett Smith ςMS Graduate Research Assistant



What can 
WEdo ??

Not manure disposal but Fertilizer Resource



Bray 1 or Mehlich 3 Soil Test (ppm)

Kansas P Management Model 



Improved Storage Site Demonstration Project

Å12 sites established since 2013 

ïSite evaluation

ï50% cost share on pad and access improvements

ïAgronomic commitments

ÅSoil testing

ÅMaintain soil P levels below 50 ppm (Bray or M3)

ÅApply based on crop P requirements

Å2 additional sites established in 2016 without 
cost share.





Watershed Restoration and Protection Strategy (WRAPS) DEMONSTRATION PROJECT
-

TEMPORARY POULTRY LITTER STORAGE AREA SPECIFICATIONS

The goal of this project is to provide environmentally friendly all-weather site(s) for temporary poultry litter storage that minimizes 
nutrient runoff potential to any Waters of Kansas or sensitive areas.  In many cases it may include, an adequate service entrance and 
road to the storage site(s) which will allow litter truck unloading on desirable sites even during inclement weather. An additional goal 
of the project is to educate landowners and producers on proper poultry litter storage and application techniques.    

In order to receive costshare through this program, landowners will need to follow the below listed requirements:
Å Landowner will submit annual soil sample of application fields to the WRAPS coordinator (0 to 6 inch depth)  for the expected

life of the Temporary Poultry Litter Storage Site (10 years).
ï If the annual soil sample is below 50 parts per million (ppm) Total Phosphorus, the landowner can continue to apply poultry litter at a rate that 

maintains a concentration that is equal to or less than 50 ppm Total Phosphorus.
ï If the annual soil sample is above 50 ppm Total Phosphorus, the landowner will need to complete an NRCS 590 Nutrient Management Plan.

Å The landowner will incorporate the litter into the soil within a 24 hr.  (weather permitting).
Å Poultry litter should not be applied closer than 100 feet to any down-gradient surface water,  open tile line intake structure, 

sinkhole, agricultural well head, or other conduits to surface or ground water.  A 35-foot wide vegetative buffer that does not 
receive any nutrient applications can be substituted for the 100 ft. setback.     

Landowner signature __________________________Date____________

WRAPS Coordinator signature ______________________________Date_____________
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