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2011 Harmful Algal Blooms and Reservoir Releases in the 

Kansas River Watershed

Kansas River serves as a drinking water supply for 800,000 Kansans

Missouri River Flooding + Late Summer Reservoir Releases + Harmful Algal Blooms = 

Concerns About Transport  of Cyanotoxins and Taste-and-Odor Compounds Potentially Affecting 

Drinking Water Supplies

Milford Lake, September 2011

Photo courtesy of E. Looper, USGS



CyanobacterialToxins and Taste-and-Odor Compounds May Be Transported for 

Relatively Long Distances Downstream from Lakes and Reservoirs

Graham and others, 2012http://pubs.usgs.gov/sir/2012/5129/
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5 Year Study in the Kansas River - Objectives

Å Characterize sources, frequency 
of occurrence, and potential 
causes of cyanobacteria and 
associated compounds in the 
Kansas River.

Å Develop models to provide real-
time estimates for a number of 
constituents,  including 
cyanotoxins and taste-and-odor 
compounds.


