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Highlights and Accomplishments from MRRIC’s 
August 8-10, 2017 Plenary Meeting 

Omaha, Nebraska 
 
 
 
The Missouri River Recovery Implementation Committee (MRRIC) met in August 2017 to learn more 
about and discuss the next steps in the Missouri River Recovery Management Plan development 
process, including the Proposed Action for the Biological Assessment, the next steps associated with 
developing the Biological Assessment, the Endangered Species Act Section 7 Consultation Process, and 
the process for developing and finalizing the Biological Opinion. The Committee also established bird, 
fish and human considerations work groups focused on Adaptive Management implementation.  
 
MRRIC is a 70-member committee made up of federal, state, tribal, and stakeholder representatives 
from throughout the basin, which extends over 529,350 square miles and affects the lives of millions of 
people. Established in the fall of 2008, MRRIC serves as a collaborative forum developing a shared vision 
and comprehensive plan for the recovery and restoration of the Missouri River ecosystem. 
 
Substantive Decisions 

• The Committee reached final consensus on the following recommendations: 
o A recommendation to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 

and the National Park Service indicating MRRIC’s support for the removal of tires and 
trash from the Missouri River from Gavin’s Point to Ponca reach (Available at the 
following link: https://community.apan.org/wg/mrric/m/mrric-documents-
2017/202895) 

o The Committee reached final consensus on a recommendation that the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers modify the next version of the Adaptive Management Plan to reflect the 
evolving understanding of the relationship between MRRIC and the lead agencies in 
implementation of the Adaptive Management Plan (as described in MRRIC’s Adaptive 
Management Governance Planning Recommendations).(Available at the following link: 
https://community.apan.org/wg/mrric/m/mrric-documents-2017/202894) 

 
• The committee reached tentative consensus on the following recommendations: 

 
To the USACE: 
(Available at the following link: https://community.apan.org/wg/mrric/m/mrric-documents-
2017/202892) 
o MRRIC supports the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ use of science informed decisions 

through Adaptive Management to meet the needs of the listed species while minimizing 
impacts on human uses of the river, utilizing an independent science review process.  

o When using the word “channel” in the Final EIS/AMP, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
should clarify the definition in the context that it is being used.   

o The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers should develop criteria for use in the discussion of the 
Missouri River Recovery Program 5-year Strategic Plan to help inform discussion on how 

https://community.apan.org/wg/mrric/m/mrric-documents-2017/202895
https://community.apan.org/wg/mrric/m/mrric-documents-2017/202895
https://community.apan.org/wg/mrric/m/mrric-documents-2017/202894
https://community.apan.org/wg/mrric/m/mrric-documents-2017/202892
https://community.apan.org/wg/mrric/m/mrric-documents-2017/202892
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to prioritize the Missouri River Recovery Program budget. These criteria should be 
shared at a MRRIC meeting. 

o  MRRIC affirms and supports the .S. Army Corps of Engineers’ commitment to conduct 
the supplemental flood risk modeling recommended by the Independent External Peer 
Review in Panel Comment 39. 
 

To the USACE and USFWS:  
(Available at the following link: https://community.apan.org/wg/mrric/m/mrric-documents-
2017/202893) 
o The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service should conduct 

ongoing discussions with MRRIC of rationales for funding research, monitoring, and 
evaluation to appropriately support the Integrated Science Program. This should be 
described in the Adaptive Management Plan.   

o The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service should provide 
additional clarification in the Adaptive Management Plan about the information and 
criteria to be used in deciding either to: 

1. Continue with, but modify, a hypothesis or management strategy; or 
2. Put aside a hypothesis and focus on a different hypothesis or management 

strategy. 
o MRRIC supports the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s 

continued funding of and efforts to improve the quality of the pallid sturgeon stocking 
program. Quality Criteria should include physiological and ecological factors such as 
overall health of fish when stocked, the ability of newly stocked pallids to adapt to 
natural river conditions (e.g. feeding, positioning in current, and habitat selection) and 
grow and perform as well as wild fish. MRRIC also supports U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
efforts to preserve and enhance the genetic diversity of local pallid populations. 

 
Process Decisions 
During the meeting, the Committee also approved a number of process recommendations, including: 

• Approved MRRIC Consent Agenda: May 2017 meeting summary and Work Group membership. 
• Approved new Bird Work Group, Fish Work Group, Human Considerations Work Group, and 

Plover Habitat Ad Hoc Group charges, membership, and Points of Contact. 
• Approved changes to existing Work Group and Ad Hoc Group charges and membership. 
• Approved a recommendation encouraging the Chair to assist members with external outreach 

and communication to increase the awareness of MRRIC’s work in the Basin (Available at the 
following link: https://community.apan.org/wg/mrric/m/mrric-documents-2017/202897). 

• Approved a recommendation that the Bird, Fish and Human Considerations Work Groups 
identify key, up-to-date, background information/resources for members joining the work 
groups due to the technical nature of these work groups (Available at the following link: 
https://community.apan.org/wg/mrric/m/mrric-documents-2017/202896). 

 
Information Exchange 
MRRIC also is a forum for shared learning. During this meeting, MRRIC, agency representatives, and the 
public learned about: 

• The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ anticipated set of activities and associated timeline leading up 
to the Final Environmental Impact Statement and Record of Decision. 

• An overview of comments received by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers during the public 
comment period for the Missouri River Recover Management Plan Draft Environmental Impact 

https://community.apan.org/wg/mrric/m/mrric-documents-2017/202893
https://community.apan.org/wg/mrric/m/mrric-documents-2017/202893
https://community.apan.org/wg/mrric/m/mrric-documents-2017/202897
https://community.apan.org/wg/mrric/m/mrric-documents-2017/202896
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Statement and Adaptive Management Plan, including information about the geographic spread 
of comments, a thematic summary of comments submitted by stakeholders across the basin, 
and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ process for reviewing the comments. 

• The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed action for the Biological Assessment and related 
conservation strategies.   

• An overview of the purpose, steps, and products of the Endangered Species Act Section 7 
Consultation Process, including explanations of the Biological Assessment, Biological Opinion, 
jeopardy determinations, Reasonable and Prudent Alternatives, and incidental take statements. 
An update on the current Consultation Process and an anticipated timeline of next steps. 

• An overview of the anticipated Missouri River Recovery Program 5-year strategic plan 
development process and the guidance the Recovery Program received regarding the use of 
additional funds in FY 2017 and the use of the President’s Budget in FY 2018. 

• An overview of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ ongoing deliberations regarding how best to 
incorporate human considerations monitoring into adaptive management decision making, 
specifically understanding the values and priorities of stakeholders and how to integrate them 
into the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ approach to adaptive management in a legal and 
meaningful way. 

• Updates on Interception Rearing Complex development, including information about site 
selection, design criteria, monitoring before and after construction, and analysis and decision 
making. 

• The State of Montana’s interests, as presented by the State’s representative to MRRIC. 
• Activities of MRRIC’s Work Groups and Ad Hoc Groups since the previous plenary meeting. 

 
Meeting Summary 
When finalized and approved by MRRIC, a summary of this meeting will be posted with other 
information about previous and upcoming meetings on the MRRIC website: 
http://moriverrecovery.usace.army.mil. 

http://moriverrecovery.usace.army.mil/
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MRRIC Post-Plenary Press Releases 
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Missouri River Recovery Management Plan Environmental Impact Statement Process Flow Chart 
The following flow chart was developed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to demonstrate where the MRRMP-EIS is in the overall NEPA process. 
This chart is updated as appropriate and shared with the Missouri River Recovery Implementation Committee (MRRIC) during each of the 
Committee’s plenary meetings. 
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Status of the Species 
 
No new written materials were provided by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service regarding the Status of the 
Species in conjunction with the August 2017 MRRIC plenary meeting. The information below was 
provided during the May 2017 MRRIC plenary meeting.  
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Upcoming Plenary Meetings & Webinars 
 
 
 
 
 
Plenary Meetings and Related Webinars 
 
October 31 – November 2, 2017: Kansas City, Missouri at the Hilton Kansas City Airport  
 

Potential Plenary Meeting Agenda Items: 
• Final consensus on the Common Ground Ad Hoc Group recommendations that reached 

tentative consensus during the August plenary meeting 
• Review and discuss the efforts of the Common Ground Ad Hoc Group, including any 

additional proposed recommendations for MRRIC’s consideration 
• The work of the Bird Work Group, Fish Work Group, and Human Considerations Work 

Groups and associated Teams 
• Key takeaways from the Fall Science Meeting 
• Review and discuss the activities of other Work Groups and Ad Hoc Groups, including 

the Common Ground Ad Hoc Group, the Communications Work Group, the Tribal 
Interests Work Group, and the Membership, Process, and Procedures Ad Hoc Group 

• Adaptive Management Governance Planning Ad Hoc Group efforts, including input on 
the development of a charge to the Independent Science Advisory Panel for the 
Biological Opinion review 

• A presentation on the pallid sturgeon from Aaron Delonay 
• Discussion of agencies’ updates (which will be provided via pre-meeting webinar) 
• Status of the Species Report 
• Vice Chair selection  
• Session to provide feedback on the MRRIC Chair 
• Member interest presentation 
• Independent Science Advisory Panel report on its review of the Bird and/or Fish 

monitoring plans (if available by the plenary meeting) 
• Chair’s Hour (to include 10 minutes for members to raise issues)  
• Work Group breakout sessions as needed 

 
Anticipated Pre-Meeting Agency Updates Webinar Topics: 

• MRRP update 
• Water management 
• Yellowstone Intake Project 
• Clarification on EPA rating of DEIS 
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Additional Anticipated Meetings and Webinars 
• Water Quality Webinar (Date TBD) 
• Fall Science Meeting (via webinar; Date TBD) 
• Bird, Fish, and Human Considerations Team Meetings (October 30) 
• New Member Orientation (Date TBD) 
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About the Missouri River Implementation 

Committee (MRRIC) 
 
 
 
 
 
What/Who is MRRIC? 
The Missouri River Recovery Implementation Committee (MRRIC) is a 70-member committee made up 
of federal, state, tribal, and stakeholder representatives from throughout the basin. MRRIC serves as a 
collaborative forum developing a shared vision and comprehensive plan for the restoration of the 
Missouri River ecosystem. The Committee provides guidance and recommendations to federal, tribal, 
state, local and private entities in the basin on the current Missouri River Recovery Program (MRRP) for 
the river’s threatened and endangered species while sustaining the river’s many uses. MRRIC was 
established by Section 5018 of the Water Resources Development Act of 2007 under the authority of 
the Secretary of the Army. 
 
MRRIC stakeholders represent a wide range of interests, ensuring that the public’s values are considered 
and incorporated into the restoration plans. Federal agencies do not participate in decisions regarding 
recommendations from MRRIC, but the federal agencies support and inform the MRRIC. A Federal 
Working Group of agency representatives has been appointed by the federal executives of the Missouri 
River Basin Interagency Roundtable. These agencies advise the MRRIC as the committee considers 
recommendations. 
 
What is the Missouri River Recovery Program (MRRP)? 
The MRRP is an effort to replace lost habitat and avoid a finding of jeopardy to threatened and 
endangered species (pallid sturgeon, least tern, and piping plover) resulting from USACE projects on the 
Missouri River. These actions are being taken pursuant to the 2000 Biological Opinion, amended in 2003 
(BiOp) and various Water Resource Development Acts (WRDA) currently focused on activities which 
contribute to jeopardy avoidance. For additional information regarding the MRRP, please visit: 
http://moriverrecovery.usace.army.mil/mrrp/f?p=136:1:0::NO.  
 
Fact sheets on the topics listed below can be found at the following link: 
http://moriverrecovery.usace.army.mil/mrrp/f?p=136:70#FactSheets. 

• Missouri River Recovery Management Plan and Environmental Impact Statement 
• Relationship between the Missouri River Recovery Management Plan and Environmental 

Impact Statement Alternatives and the Adaptive Management Plan 
• Incorporating Human Considerations into MRRP Planning and Decision Making 
• Emergent Sandbar Habitat Creation 
• Interception-Rearing Complexes on the Lower Missouri River 
• Lower Missouri Spring Pallid Sturgeon Flow Release 

 
MRRIC Charter 
On July 1, 2008, then Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works, the Honorable John Paul Woodley, 
Jr., approved the Charter for the MRRIC. Approval of the MRRIC Charter was the culmination of over a 
year of intense work by the MRRIC Planning Group. The Planning Group was comprised of 

http://moriverrecovery.usace.army.mil/mrrp/f?p=136:1:0::NO
http://moriverrecovery.usace.army.mil/mrrp/f?p=136:70#FactSheets
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representatives of Missouri River basin Tribes, states, and a wide range of stakeholder interests that 
were asked by the Corps and other federal agencies to develop a Recommended Charter for the MRRIC. 
MRRIC meets approximately four times per year. 
  
Membership of the MRRIC is comprised of representatives of federal agencies, Tribes, states, and 
stakeholders from throughout the Missouri River basin. Each federal agency head, tribal chairman and 
state governor may appoint one representative to the MRRIC. Stakeholder representatives apply for 
membership by identifying their interest in one of the 16 interest categories. See the next page for the 
list of the seats available on the MRRIC. More information, including a roster of current members, may 
be found at www.mrric.org. 
 
Additional Information 
For additional information about MRRIC please visit www.mrric.org. For questions about MRRIC or for a 
stakeholder group, please contact Ms. Gail Bingham, Committee Chair (mrric@usace.army.mil). 
 
MRRIC Members 
 

Stakeholder Interests: The Committee has 29 stakeholder seats for members representing 16 
non- governmental categories. 
• Agriculture 
• Conservation Districts 
• Environmental/Conservation 

Organizations 
• Fish and Wildlife 
• Flood Control 
• Hydropower 
• Irrigation 
• Local Government 

• Major Tributaries 
• Navigation 
• Recreation 
• Thermal Power 
• Water Quality 
• Water Supply 
• Waterway Industries 
• Other “At Large” Interests 

 
States: Eight states in the basin are eligible to appoint representatives to the MRRIC. 
• Iowa 
• Kansas 
• Missouri 
• Montana 

• Nebraska 
• North Dakota 
• South Dakota 
• Wyoming 

 
Tribes: Twenty-nine American Indian Tribes with historical ties to the basin have a seat reserved 
for them in the MRRIC. 
• Blackfeet Tribe 
• Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe 
• Chippewa Cree Trobe of Rocky 

Boy's Reservation 
• Crow Creek Sioux Tribe 
• Crow Nation 
• Eastern Shoshone Tribe of the Wind 

River Reservation 
• Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe 
• Fort Belknap Indian Community 

• Fort Peck Assiniboine and Sioux 
Tribes 

• Iowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska 
• Kickapoo Tribe in Kansas 
• Lower Brule Sioux Tribe 
• Northern Arapaho Tribe 
• Northern Cheyenne Tribe 
• Oglala Sioux Tribe of the Pine Ridge 

Reservation 
• Omaha Tribe of Nebraska 

http://www.mrric.org/
http://www.mrric.org/
mailto:mrric@usace.army.mil
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• Osage Nation 
• Ponca Tribe of Nebraska 
• Prairie Band of Potawatomi of 

Kansas 
• Rosebud Sioux Tribe 
• Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri in 

Kansas and Nebraska 
• Santee Sioux Nation 
• Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate 

• Spirit Lake Sioux Nation 
• Standing Rock Sioux Tribe 
• Three Affiliated Tribes of Mandan, 

Hidatsa and Arikara Nation 
• Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa 

Indians 
• Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska 
• Yankton Sioux Tribe 

 
Federal Agencies: Fifteen federal agencies have appointed representatives to the MRRIC.
• Bureau of Indian Affairs 
• Bureau of Land Management 
• Bureau of Reclamation 
• Federal Highway Administration 
• Maritime Administration 
• National Park Service 
• National Weather Service/National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

• Natural Resources Conservation 
Service 

• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
• U.S. Coast Guard 
• U.S. Department of Agriculture 
• U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency 
• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
• U.S. Geological Survey 
• Western Area Power 

Administration 
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Summary of MRRIC’s Key Accomplishments 

 
 
The Missouri River Recovery Implementation Committee (MRRIC or 
Committee) was established by Congress under Section 5018 of the 
Water Resources Development Act of 2007 to provide advice to 
Federal Agencies on the operations of the Missouri River. Since its 

initial meeting in September 2008, MRRIC has achieved consensus of its diverse membership on nearly 
30 substantive recommendations to the US Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) and the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service. Through these recommendations, the Committee has significantly influenced the 
content of a Missouri River Recovery Management Plan (Plan) that will guide Corps operations of the 
River for the foreseeable future. The Plan will be released as an Environmental Impact Statement 
anticipated for completion by the end of calendar year 2017. 
 
MRRIC actions that have informed the Plan include the development of: 

• A set of Human Considerations Objectives and Metrics that define a set of uses of the river that 
must be considered when evaluating potential impacts of management actions; 

• A recommendation to use an Adaptive Management strategy that enables a “learning by doing” 
approach to adapt management actions that benefit the listed species as we learn more about 
their habitat needs; and 

• A governance strategy that specifies a formal role for MRRIC to participate with the federal 
agencies in the Adaptive Management Plan. 

 
MRRIC recommendations also formed the basis of prescribed management actions to help recover the 
listed species, such as: 

• The formation of an independent panel to review the scientific foundation for an understanding 
of the Missouri River system and the needs of species, including developing specific review 
topics that led to a list of seven proposed actions; 

• The establishment of an independent socioeconomic review panel to ensure the technical 
soundness of the evaluations of management alternatives on the Human Considerations; and 

• The recommendation to conduct an Effects Analysis that would compile information on the 
listed species and their habitats learned since the Biological Opinion of 2003. This information 
also aided in the creation of conceptual ecological models for estimating species responses to 
management actions. 

 
MRRIC took action on other river issues that were not necessarily part of the Plan, including: 

• Development of a “Good Neighbor” policy that addressed local communities’ concerns about 
activities on Corps’ purchased lands and actively pursued options for using property easements; 

• An annual recommendation on the Corps’ Missouri River Recovery Program work plan that 
included spending priorities; and 

• Emphasizing the importance of habitats outside the main river channel for nesting birds. 
 
The dedication of members to using MRRIC as a forum for voicing concerns regarding Missouri River 
management persisted through the challenges of significant budget reductions and the worst flood in 
the history of the river. The Committee has succeeded in having many of the concerns of states, tribes 
and stakeholders addressed in the future Plan. 
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