
events and activities and finalizing 

the KWA’s annual report to the 

Governor and Legislature.  This 

report will be our primary commu-

nication tool with the Legislature, 

focusing on the restoration of the 

$8 million in State Water Plan 

Funds.  Once the report is posted 

to our website, I encourage each of 

you to take a look at it.  If you 

have a chance to visit with your 

Senator and Representative, please 

emphasize the importance of en-

hancing our efforts on water now 

and encourage their support to re-

store the funding to the SWPF. 

I wish you all the best during the 

Holidays and look forward to 

working with you in 2018!  

As we end 

2017 and pre-

pare for the 

New Year, we 

reflect on the 

previous 365 

days and look 

ahead with a 

renewed level 

of energy and 

optimism.   I 

am indeed optimistic as we look to 

the 2018 Legislature.  As you will 

see in following article, water 

funding received significant atten-

tion in Topeka the past two 

months.  In spite of the fact that 

school funding will dominate much 

of the upcoming session, the level 

of dialogue relative to water issues 

and funding is unprecedented. 

I hope all who attended the Gover-

nor’s Water Conference found it to be 

worthwhile and enjoyable.  We had 

approximately 650 in attendance this 

year, including 54 members of the Re-

gional Advisory Committees and 19 

members of the Kansas Legislature.  

Each year we evaluate the Conference 

and address ideas expressed in an at-

tempt to make the event more valua-

ble for everyone.  One idea we are 

evaluating is the possibility of moving 

the Conference to Wichita in 2019.  If 

anyone has an opinion on this or other 

suggestions for improving the Confer-

ence, we want to hear from you. 

Last week’s Water Authority Meeting 

focused primarily on several RAC 

Word From The Street  

Tracy Streeter, Director 
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The Kansas Legislature has been 

busy this fall with their interim and 

special committee work. It is en-

couraging that water has been part 

of this discussion through the Spe-

cial Committee on Natural Re-

sources and the Legislative Budget 

Committee. The Kansas Water Of-

fice submitted the request for pro-

jects which would be funded by the 

demand transfer from the State 

General Fund (SGF) and the Eco-

nomic Development Initiatives 

Fund (EDIF) with the agency’s 

budget submittal in September.  In 

November, agency staff presented 

information in person to Division 

of Budget staff along with KWA 

ing Kansas Water Law, as detailed 

by Burke Griggs, Associate Profes-

sor of Law, Washburn University, 

and a conferee to the committee.  

2. The Committee is united in its 

recommendation that the $8 mil-

lion in statutory funding ($6 mil-

lion SGF/$2 million EDIF) should 

be appropriated in the coming fis-

cal year, and should continue to be 

appropriated in future years.   

On November 8, 2017, the Legisla-

tive Budget Committee met to re-

view the Consensus Estimates, 

Caseload Estimates, School Fi-

nance, State General Fund Profile 

and 

members Gary Harshberger and Kar-

ma Mason.   

The Special Committee on Natural 

Resources of the Kansas Legislature 

met twice, October 31st and Novem-

ber 13th, 2017. KWO staff testified at 

the October 31st meeting, and provid-

ed follow-up documentation and in-

formation on the 13th. Testimonies 

are posted on the KWO website.   

The outcome of this Committee will 

be published in a forthcoming Com-

mittee Report, but can be summarized 

with the following:  

1. The Committee recommends under-

taking a comprehensive study regard-
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Legislative  Update,  Cont.  

Federal Update:  2018 Farm Bill  

select agency budget requests. The Kansas Water Of-

fice was asked by the committee to give a brief over-

view of specific supplemental/enhancement requests 

for Fiscal Year 2018 and Fiscal Year 2019. Director 

Tracy Streeter testified before the Committee. In Tra-

cy’s testimony, he provided information on the Kansas 

Water Authority request for projects to be funded by 

the SGF and EDIF demand transfers. The Committee 

did not make any recommendations on any of the in-

formation provided to them during the hearings. 

The 2018 Kansas Legislative Session will begin on 

January 8. Looking ahead, we anticipate water and wa-

ter funding will again be an issue discussed by the 

Legislature. As water users and stakeholders, your in-

put is important. It will take all of us working together 

to tell the story of why additional water funding is 

needed, and what can be accomplished with adequate 

resources in the state. The KWA and RAC Chairs will 

visit with many legislators in January, and additional 

information will be shared with decision makers 

throughout the session. 

The process of drafting the 2018 

Farm Bill is underway in Washing-

ton, though discussion has been most-

ly committee hearings and specula-

tion so far. The biggest hurdle facing 

both the timeline and the bill itself is 

how to fund it. The Senate Ag Com-

mittee, led by Kansas Senator Pat 

Roberts, has completed hearings on 

all of the titles, and the House Ag 

Committee is also looking to begin drafting legislation.  

In the 2014 Farm Bill, cuts of about $6 billion were 

made to the conservation title. Programs were also sig-

nificantly streamlined to improve efficiency. The 2018 

bill anticipates few changes to the conservation title, 

continuing with the thought that the voluntary pro-

grams are the most effective way for producers to en-

gage actively in soil and water conservation efforts. It 

is unlikely funding will be significantly increased, as it 

is estimated that more than $15 billion would be need-

ed to restore the entire bill’s worth of programs and 

titles, and that kind of money is hard 

to come by in Washington.  

In September, Colorado, Kansas and 

Nebraska sent a letter collaborating 

on common issues related to the farm 

bill to Chairman Roberts. The letter 

advocated for more flexibility on land 

enrolled in federal cost share conser-

vation programs such as CRP and 

CREP, continued funding of the Conservation Tech-

nical Assistance Program, support for Water Conserva-

tion and Management Technology Programs through 

the continuation of the Ogallala Aquifer Initiative, and 

the ongoing consultation with states on water manage-

ment actions that would ensure states’ primacy.  

Programs such as EQIP, CRP, and RCPP have been an 

important part of actions being taken to meet the goals 

and action items of the Kansas Water Vision, and we 

will continue to monitor progress on the next Farm 

Bill.  

If you attended the 
2017 Governor’s Con-
ference on the Future 

of Water in Kansas, 
there’s still time to fill 
out your survey! We 
appreciated your at-

tendance at the event and would 
like your feedback.   

Below is a link to a brief survey on 
the conference.   

 

https://
www.surveymonkey.com/
r/Gov_Water_Conference 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Gov_Water_Conference
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Gov_Water_Conference
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Gov_Water_Conference
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Sheridan 6  Local Enhanced Management Area Update  

In 2013, the first Local Enhanced Manage-

ment Area (LEMA) was implemented in a 

99 square mile area of Sheridan County in 

northwest Kansas.  Called Sheridan 6 or 

SD6, this area of Sheridan County was des-

ignated by the Northwest Kansas Ground-

water Management District No. 4 as a high 

priority area for water conservation with its 

rapidly declining water levels.  The estab-

lishment of this LEMA came after years of 

effort from residents of northwest Kansas 

looking to find a way to manage their de-

pleting water resources.  These efforts cre-

ated a water management tool that allows locally de-

signed water conservation plans to take shape and gain 

legal effect, without the potential uncertainties that ex-

isted within previously offered water management 

tools in Kansas. 

Once the SD6 LEMA plan was implemented, the im-

pacts on the residents and producers within the region 

needed to be monitored.  Dr. Bill Golden, an agricul-

tural economist from Kansas State University, has 

worked with local producers located within the SD6 

LEMA area that have undergone water use restrictions 

and compared their crop production, planting deci-

sions, and cash flow per inch of water use with produc-

ers located in the local vicinity that have not under-

gone water use restrictions, to create an economic 

study of the impacts of conservation on the local area.   

The results show a drastic reduction in overall water 

use in the area, with a smaller reduction in average wa-

ter use per acre actually irrigated, which could be at-

tributed to producers moving water use to more pro-

ductive acres of land.  There was also a reduction in 

the acres 

of land planted to corn within the SD6 area during the 

LEMA. This reduction of corn acres in the area ap-

pears to be a trend that began prior to the LEMA plan, 

but appears the trend increased once the SD6 LEMA 

was in effect.  The SD6 area saw an increase in the 

number of acres planted to sorghum, where the sur-

rounding area maintained steady on number of sor-

ghum acres.    

Economic data provided by producers participating in 

the study shows an increase in cash flow per irrigated 

acre for areas within the SD6 LEMA for corn, sor-

ghum, and wheat.  For corn there were 20 participants 

located within the LEMA who had an average water 

use of 10.3 inches per acre of corn, had an average 

yield of 218 bushels per acre, had a cash flow of $375 

per acre, and a cash flow of $36 per inch of irrigation 

water applied.  Compared with 13 participants located 

outside the area, with an average water use of 13.4 

inches, average yield of 220 bushels, cash flow of 

$360 per acre ($15 less than SD6), and $27 per inch of 

irrigation water applied ($9 less than SD6).  The rest of 

the results are in the table below.  

2013-2016 Producer Reported Economic Data for SD6 

Total Water Use (all crops) in SD6 

Approx. 25.7% reduction, 

based on KDA water use 

reports 
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January  

04 - Solomon-Republican Regional Advisory Committee State of the Resource Meet-

ing; Downs, KS 

08 - Equus-Walnut Regional Advisory Committee Meeting; Newton, KS 

16 - Missouri Regional Advisory Committee Meeting; Atchison, KS 

18 - Kansas Regional Advisory Committee Meeting; Topeka, KS 

24 - Kansas Water Authority Meeting; Topeka, KS 

 

February 

27 - Marais des Cygnes Regional Advisory Committee Meeting; Paola, KS 
 

For more information about any of these events, please visit the 

KWO website, at http://kwo.ks.gov/news-events/calendar 

State of the Resource  

Within the Long-Term Vision for the Future of Water 

in Kansas, one action item states that annual public 

meetings shall be held in each regional planning area 

to highlight the current ground water, surface water, 

and water storage conditions. As part of these meet-

ings, reports are being prepared for each region with 

the current “State of the Resource” facts and infor-

mation.  

Each Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) is high-

lighting the findings and issues through a public out-

reach process. So far, two regions - the Marais des 

Cygnes and the Neosho RACs - have held events fea-

turing state agencies and other stakeholders reporting 

on issues such as reservoir storage capacity, invasive 

species, and ongoing watershed protection efforts. 

More State of the Resource meetings will be planned 

in early 2018, so be sure to check the KWO website 

calendar for details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to our top three winners in the photo 

contest held in conjunction with the Governor’s Con-

ference on the Future 

of Water in Kansas! 

 

@kswateroffice 

Marais des Cygnes RAC Chair Lori Kuykendall wel-

comes guests to the State of the Resource event in 

Paola. 

Photo Contest  Winners  

First Place:  

Jessi Jacobs 

“Golden Glow” 

Second Place:  

Jenny Molina 

“Sitting on the 
Dock” 

Third Place:  

Scott Hinkle 

“Santa Fe Lake” 

http://kwo.ks.gov/news-events/calendar

